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| ToS THAT TI ME OF YEAR,

Rev. Tiare L. Mathison

Summer is drawing to a close; the air is just a little bit cooler, children and grandchildren are
off to school, routines are re-established with work, family life, and of course church. The
choir is beginning to practice, again; Women
WOW, our O6Worship on Wednesday6 program shar
September 21, again; Worship Time changes to 10:30 am with Adult Sunday School at 9am
on 9/11, again; and we will gather as a community of faith to worship God, enjoy one
anotherdés company, encourage each other t¢ c
Savior, be inspired by the Holy Spirit, again.

This pattern of beginning again is crucial to the gospel of Christ. Every day is a new day,
Scripture promises new mercies fresh each morning as the dew of the dawn. Breathe in
and out to remind yourself of this repeating pattern of grace in your own life.

There are big changes coming with the pastoral transition, of course. You will be called to
step up your commitment to church in the interim time as many volunteers will be needed to
continue the mission and ministry of our lovely place. The session is making plans with the
help of the presbytery to find the best Pastor for the in-betweend in fact, you can start
praying right now asking God to bring the very best person for the tasks ahead. You can
say yes when the Nominating Committee calls for elders and deacons. You can make sure
your pledge is up to date to cover the expenses of ministry. And you can remain calm and
hope-filled.

Philippians 4:13 says: Al can do al IChahge that ¢ s
to AWe can do all things through Christ who
a g a i Tihere are wonderful opportunities for ministry and mission in the months and years
ahead. Toget her you wi || be Christds witnessels,
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Regular Church Hours

Worship in the Park

Starting Sunday, September 11, we will return to
our Aregulardo church sc
School will be at 9am, with Fellowship at 10am,
Worship at 10:30am and Fellowship at 11:30.
Please mark your calendar.

Ann Cutts, Worship and Music Committee

"I

Mission Committee

Stan Sturtz, Chairperson

Traditionally, First Presbyterian Church delivers
Meals on Wheels on weekends in the month of
September as part of our participation in the
Mission Coalition (along with other Newton
Community churches). | am reaching out to each
of you as supporters/deliverers of Meals on
Wheels in the past.

At this time, | am planning to deliver meals on
Labor Day weekend and the last week-end of the
month is covered. | would really appreciate any
support for the remaining weekends:

September 10 & 11
September 17 & 18

If any of you would be willing to help, please let me
know. My cell phone number is 641 780 6922 or
you can send me an email at sdsturtz@pella.com.

A big thank you goes out to Linda Curtis-Stolper,
who is our new church representative to Mission
Coalition.

To date, we have collected $1485 for the bean
seeds for Mufioces. The committee who prepared
lunch for the Presbytery meeting collected $350
and have donated that to this cause, so we are
now at $1835. That is enough to provide seeds for
almost 38 families, as $50

buys a bag of seeds that o
will feed a family of 4 for
ayear. We are still

Meals o

accepting donations.

Nearly 50 people met at Westwood Park on Sunday,
Aubust 14 for a fua day df worskip) foodl ang even a
ballgame. Many songs were sung from our
Anniversary songbook for the worshipd thanks to
Virginia Bennett for playing the electric keyboard. Of
course, the food was great and plentiful. Since there
were not enough young people to actually have an
Adult vs Youth ballgame, so we had a pick-up game
and rotated batters. The weather was perfect and it
was another successful eventl

By Ann Cutts, Worship
& Music

Dan Ritter, Church
Life

Budget and Finance Corner

Paula Moore, Chairperson

The Budget and Finance is concerned as year-to-date
pledges are below the budgeted amount by almost
$12,000. We continue to keep expenses under check
but there are commitments we must pay to Presbytery
and always unforeseen repairs that appear from time
to time.

We respectfully request you prayerfully consider your
circumstances and continue to support your church
and the programs we offer by honoring your pledge
commitment.

Our stewardship campaign for our 2012 budget will
begin in mid-September. Be prayerfully considering
what you will be able to pledge for next year.

S
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Hablas espafol?
(Do you speak Spanish?)

Would you like to learn? Here is your chance!

For over a year, several members of our church have
been meeting twice a week to learn Spanish. The
Church purchased the Pimsleur program which is the
learning tool being used.

This group is ready for Spanish Il and will continue to
meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in the parlor,
starting September 7. This group also meets on
Saturday mornings.

Several members have inquired about starting at the
beginning, so as of Wednesday, September 7, at
5:15pm, Spanish | will be starting. This class will only
be meeting once a week, on Wednesday evenings and
| will be facilitating the classes.

Please join us. Perhaps you have a desire to go to El
Salvador or Mufioces at some point, but feel
uncomfortabl e because
are you just wanting to learn a second language?
Whatever your reason - come and join us at 5:15pm on
September 7.

you

Sera un placer contar con vosotros (We will be happy to
have you.)

Linda Anderson

Christian Nurture News
By Kathy Ventling, Chairperson

Plans are in the work to partner with First Lutheran
Church on WOW (Worship on Wednesday) for this
year. We are discussing whether this will be a 6 or 8
week program. The plan is for the program to begin at
the end of September, but a definite date has not been
set. Be watching the bulletins and Church Happenings
for more information.

September 18 is the date for a Middle School and High
School combined event. The entire group will go
bowling and then go to the church for pizza and
conversation. After we are done eating, the two groups
will split for the conversation segment, so we can better
assess the needs of each group. Discussions will focus
on determining projects and activities for each group.
Church Nurture's goal is to have one activity per month

MOMENT
The Membership Committee has recently completed
two very large projects. The all church canvas was
completed within the last year and the church directory
will be completed as of September 1.

Our present projects are as follows:
*Public Relations-especially as related to the Newton
Daily News.

*Messenger-submitting an article for the Messenger
each month related to membership.

*Facebook-we have explored the possibility of
placing the church on Facebook.

*Website-We work with Marlys Grimm to place info
relating to membership on the website.

*Co-ordination of committees-we are planning a
meeting to improve the coordination of efforts
between committees.

*Birthday List-We are updating the birthday list.

*Member Care-We have established this committee

d 0 n Gtd try to Be@ MemBeps antdniaidd with oth@rr
members or attendees who may benefit from
calls or visits (this committee function is not
as formal or as long term as the deacon
ministry).

*Transportation-We are trying to find a way to
transport people to church that would have
difficulty getting there themselves.

*Bread Ministry-We oversee this ministry that has
been a part of our church for many years.

*Visitor Records-We try to keep records on those
who have visited our church.

*Greeters-We oversee this ministry that has also
been a part of our church for many years.

| hope this gives you a better idea of what our
committee does. If you have any questions or
suggestions please contact me or any committee
member. We encourage input.

Gary Parsons

for each group. Bowling will begin at 5pm and the
evening should be wrapped up by 7:30pm.

Little church has been successful this summer and will
continue. Watch for updates in Church Happenings or
the bulletin.
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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servants

By Your Session

You are cordially invited to attend a party in your honor on Sunday, September 11, 2011, at First Presbyterian
Church, Newton, 11:45am in Fellowship Hall.

Our party will be a celebration of 10 years of mission and ministry together. We have accomplished so much
in serving God in this place and around the world. Refer to the August Messenger for a list of some of the
things we have accomplished together. The Holy Spirit is definitely in the house!

Our party will begin after worship with a pork loin and corn lunch. Look for more details in the bulletin.
Thanks be to God for each and everyone of you. Together we have been church.

(Editor Not e: Taken from Tiareds article in the

State Fair Winners

Submitted by their proud parents or grandparent

Last month was a listing of our youth who exhibited and won at the County fair. Below are the results from the
State Fair.
*Samantha Cutts got blue ribbons on all three of her projects- 2 in photography and 1 in
woodworking.
*James Leonard won a showmanship belt buckle for being 10th overall with his FFH sheep and placed
2nd, 5th, 6th and 10th in various classes when showing his sheep. He received a 1st and 3rd in
classes with his 4-H pigs and received a seal of merit for an educational presentation with Logan Z
aabel.
*Macy Leonard placed 3rd and 6th in classes showing her 4-H pigs.
Both James and Macy participated in their 4-H club (Jolly Workers) share the fun skit at the state fair.
*Laura Miller got a blue on her refinished antique chair and a Certificate of Excellence on her presentation
call ed,iNMN@ethch Whods there?0 about ear notochi
*Lindy Swank (Carson) was Reserve Grand Champion in the Open Market Swine division.

ng

Congratulations to all from your church family!

First Presbyterian Church
220 N 2nd Ave E
641-792-2790
Email: newlpres@iowatelecom.net
(this email goes to Jenny Verwers, Office Mgr)

HOVV»2s,
hZLP

A group is investigating the idea of going
to Joplin MO in early October to help with
the rebuilding work going on there. If you
are interested or even just curious, please
contact Dave Boyd or Val McKee for
more information and background on
working with

Website: www.newtonlstpresbyterian.org

Church Hours: M, W, Thurs: 8am to 4pm
Custodian Hours: M-Thurs: 8am to 11am

Tiare Mathison, Pastor - 641-792-2790

PDA in this kind of situation.

Thanks!
Dave Boyd

tmath@iowatelecom.net

The church and church office are closed on Fridays.

Tiare can be reached in case of emergencies at
641-840-0109.
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Be Praying For ...

*Ray Linthicum, who is under Hospice care, and
Jean as she walks along side Ray during this difficult
time.

*The members of the 8 Track Band, as they disband
after 20 years. Kim Schnell and Kimberly Schnell are
both members. The group has provided great music
and memories to many people over the years. Their
last concert was held at Sugar Grove Vineyards and
Gathering Place on August 28 to a crowd of between
600 and 700. It was a bittersweet night and this will
be adjustment to all of
two decades.

A special AThank Youo to
prayers, cards, phone calls, food, concerns and
contributions our famil.yy
illness. It was all very much appreciated.

Thanks to Tiare for the many good long visits you
and | shared. 77

God bless, Vo 3

The Aldridge family ‘WOF d of
thanks

hem af tDeadDeniSnRepj(f)ﬁmi l yo

Tom and Susan Weeks and the
‘ \\ rest of the
,\\ - death of Marvin. Marvin died
Covdofonies * " on Wednesday, August 24.
Services were held on August 30 at First Presbyterian
Church with Tiare officiating.

Deb and John Zieman and
of her mother on Saturday, August 20th. Funeral
services were August 23 in South Dakota.

We ¢

Deacons will meet Sunday, Sept. 11 (not the first
Sunday as is usually scheduled) at 8:30 in former
kindergarten room. Reports of summer visits will be
given.

6s family on t
Linda Kirchhoff, Moderator

he

Nomination Committee
ebos family OGneorg{e hwgkenép%, ghralh

Intercessory Prayer Tree
Transition to a New Leader

For the past several years, Wendell and Loretta
Wendt have been the contact people and starting
point for our Prayer Tree. They have requested a
new leader be found and that person is Sharon Black.

Thank you, Wendell and Loretta for your years of
service, making sure individuals and families of our
congregation are included in the prayers of our
Aprayer warriorso.

Welcome, Sharon to this fulfilling ministry. Sharon
says you can reach her at 792-0990 or
stfanl2@iowatelecom.net.

At our November 21, 2010, the following people
were elected for the 2011 Nominating Committee:
Gary Haynes, Bret Doerring, Sharon Black, Rick
Miller and Linda Curtis-Stolper. Kathy Ventling and
myself are the Elders serving on the Committee and
a member of the Board of Deacons will also be
included. We will begin our work very shortly. Our
search will be for 5 Ruling Elders (new language in
the Book of Order) and 4 Deacons.

Please be in conversation with God and see if he is
calling you to fulfill one of these positions. If your
schedule does not permit you to serve as an Elder
or Deacon, there is always a need for members to
our various committees.

Do not hesitate to let myself of Kathy Ventling know
if you have a desire to serve as an Elder or Deacon
at any time.

Can we count on you?

fo
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Presbytery Meeting

By Mickey Van Baale, Commissioned Elder

Highlights from Session

By Dave Boyd, Clerk of Session

Saturday, August 20, about 100 Presbyterians from
central and western lowa converged on United and First
Presbyterian churches for the quarterly Preshytery
meeting. Registration and refreshments started at 8:30
am at UP, with Kim Schnell and Paula Moore manning
the registration table, and Wendell Wendt and George
Wilkening collecting for the luncheon and handing out
the packets of information for the day.

The meeting convened at 9:30am at First, with
Moderator Tiare Mathison calling the meeting to order.
Joy Lane, Clerk at UP served as the recording Clerk for
the meeting. Following part of the Stated Clerks report,
a very impressive Worship service was held.

Sandy Smit provided the music and Dave Boyd, Bill
Shields, Paula Moore and Stan Sturtz assisted with
communi on. Rev. Linda
message and Rev. Don Freeman presided over
communion.

(OF¢)

Business that took place prior to lunch was:

*Our representative from the Board of Pensions gave a
report stating rates for medical will increase in both 2012
and 2013. There has not been an increase in the last
few years.

*The Christmas Joy offering was started in 1770 by a
Presbytery in New York. This fund has generated 1.9
million dollars to help needy families. Ours is the only
denomination to have this.

*A power point presentation was shown on the new
nFog (New Form of Government) and changes in the
book of order. This is available for any church to use.

Linda Campbell, with helpers Jane Repp, Linda
Anderson, Mickey Van Baale, Linda Curtis-Stolper, Barb
Gallaher, Valerie Barney and Sharon Black, prepared
and served a wonderful lunch for the group. Many
compliments were received.

Following lunch, the group moved to UP church for the
afternoon Session. Following announcements the
following business took place:

*Report from the Administrative Commission on
Montezuma church to dismiss them to the Evangelical
Presbyterian church and the financial details of the
dismissal. This was approved and the group was
dismissed. Mickey Van Baale served as Moderator of
the Commission.

*A PowerPoint presentation was given on CROSS
ministries. In their annual backpack give-away to

Well . . . seeing as how Session meetings this month
were a bit unusual, the Highlights will be as well. At
our August 16 meeting there was a motion passed to
collect a special offering in support of the drought relief
in El Salvador, but that's about where "normal” ends.

At our meeting on July 21 we accepted Tiare's
resignation and voted on a Dissolution Agreement. At
our meeting on August 16, having had time to reflect
on our July meeting, we discussed the decisions we'd
made and the work before us. In doing so, we
recognized the need to have Cheryl and the Budget &
Finance Committee review the Dissolution Agreement
to see if it is feasible.

Having gathered additional, previously
unavailable information, the Personnel and Budget &

C |d-imamee ICommitees met vath Ehdryl onfAegust 22 to

review the Agreement. It was felt at that time that we
needed to make some changes in

the agreement. Tiare, Presbytery and our Session
have all agreed to the changes and a final Agreement
is in place pending a vote of the Congregation on
September 4, 2011. Sara Palmer of the
Congregational Care & Development Committee will
be here to moderate that meeting per the policies of
the Des Moines Presbytery.

The full effect and complexity of these 2 meetings
cannot be expressed here, but | do want to let
everyone know that we have some wonderful, talented
and knowledgeable people involved in this process
and we can feel confident that our church will weather
yet another change in leadership as we have in the
past. | for one have been through 6 different changes
of this type and know we can and will be here for a
long time to come worshipping and serving God in this
place.

God bless.

needy families a total of 1200 backpacks with supplies
were given to 400 families.

The meeting ended with a time for several colleges to
acknowledge their work with Tiare, as this was her last
Presbytery meeting. The Leadership Council presented
her with a gift. Tiare then gave thanked the group and
told a little about the next chapter in her life.

The next Presbytery meeting will be in November and
Leland Smith is the new Moderator.
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SUICIDE AWARENESS WALK Our Church

AND COMMUNITY FORUM

This community has been affected again in recent
weeks and months by suicide. The annual Suicide
Awareness Walk will be held Monday, Sept. 5, at 7
PM at Agnes Patterson Park. Please come to
remember those who have died by suicide and
support those left to mourn. The annual Community

To us, our house was not unsentient matter
-- it had a heart, and a soul, and eyes to see
us with; and approvals and solicitudes and
deep sympathies; it was of us, and we were

Forum will be held Thursday, Sept. 8, at 7 PM at the in its confidence, and lived in its grace and in
DMACC auditorium. Dale Chell, who until budget the peace of its benediction.

reductions in July was the state coordinator for suicide Mark Twain

awareness and prevention for the lowa Dept. of Public

Health, will be the keynote speaker. There will be (Editors Note: This is from the website
several break-out sessions on topics relating to www.grateful.org. If you go to this website, you can sign
suicide. This is an opportunity to become more up for the AWord For The
informed. comes to you each day. Several of our church family
- Larry Anderson already subscribes to this website.)

Annual Progressive Dinner

The calendar page is turning to Septemberi so, it és time to sign up for
youdve never participateds; otuhise imeatthe syesdrartea st
gather together and share appetizers in one home; split up and travel to other homes for salad and main
courses; and get back together again at the last home to share dessert together and compare experiences.

The date is Sunday, October 30, 2011, beginning at 4:00 p.m. The next course begins at 5:00 p.m., and so
on, so that everyoneds full and ready to go home

Hereds who we need:
9 People to host a salad course or a main course in their home

9 People to bring an appetizer or dessert
People to assist with a main course

Everyone is welcome i singles and couples. We will take care of transportation for non-drivers, if you let us
know when you sign up.

For more information or to sign up, please contact Diane Moles, at 792-2133, or via e-mail at
jasperdem@i owatel ecom. net . Weoll also be Mand25"% | |
Signup deadline is October 16".

Your Church Life Committee:
Dan Ritter, Chair; Rick Norrish, Nancy Mott, and Diane Moles

Day

by

O WS



Birthdays

Melissa Sommars

2 Ray Linthicum
4 Janie Moles

Jackie VanEssen

5 Ruth Stewart
6 Devin Abel
8 Roberta Funk

Harlene Ettelson
Linda VerSteegt

10 John Taylor
Ruth Ann Van Elswyk

11 Kay Gause
12 Dick Mielke

Ann Cutts

13 Sara Hopkins

14 Carma Sturtz

16 Janet Shields

17 Harriet Harmelink
18 Pete Koppin

Steve Weeks

19  Scott Curry

21 Ann Degrado

23 Mary Roskilly

24  Anna Holley

25 Garrett Sturtz
26 Clarice Sigurdson

Colleen Curry

29 Larry Anderson

Julie Brodersen

30 Elaine VanderBroek

DEPTEMBER EVENTS

1 9:00am. Men's Fellowship . 4
2 6:30 am. Men's GI"OUP 14 5:30 p.m. Spanlsh I » . e
4 11:30a,m, Congregational Meeting 6:00 p.m. Budg(_a'r & Finance *
6 5:00p.m. Personnel 6:15 p.m. Spamsh I
7 5:30p.m. Spanish I 7:00 p.m. Chour .
6:15 p.m.  Spanish IT 15 9:00 a.m. Men‘s Fellowship
7:00 pm.  Choir 16 6:30 am. Mens Group
8 1:30p.m.  Park Centre Worship 17 9:00am.  Spanish IIT
10 9:00am. Spanish IIT 20 5:45p.m. Sess!on Meal
11 8:30am. Deacons 7:00 p.m. SeSSI.On
11:30 am.  "Well Done Celebration” 21 5:30p.am. Spanfsh .
12 1:30 p.m.  Newton Village Worship 6:15 p.m.  Spanish IT
4:00 p.m.  Building & Grounds .7:00 pm. Cho"ﬂ_
6:00 p.m.  Worship & Music 24 9:00am. Spanish IIT
13 5:00p.m.  Missions 28 930pm.  Spanish.l
6:15 p.m.  Spanish IT

7:00 p.m.  Choir

Sunday Worship Hours
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Worship
1:20 a.m.  Fellowship
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Return Service Requested

Lectionaryn

September, 2011

September 4 (23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 12:1-14; Ps. 149, Rom. 13:8-14
Matt. 18:15-20

September 11 (24th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 14:19-31; Ps. 114 or Exod. 15:1b-11, 20-21
Rom. 14:1-12; Matt. 18:21-35

September 18 (25th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 16:2-15; Ps. 105:1-5, 37- 45
Phil. 1:21-30; Matt. 20:1-16

September 25 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 17:1-7; Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16
Phil 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Newton, lowa
Permit No. 258

October, 2011

October 2 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps. 19; Phil. 3:4b-14
Matt. 21:33-46

October 9 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 32:1-14; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23
Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14

October 16 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Exod. 33:12-23; Ps. 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10
Matt. 22:15-22

October 23 (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46

October 30 (31st Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Josh. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12



The faces at Presbytery Meeting - August 20, 2011 -
First and United Presbyterian Churches




