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  The Holy Spirit is in the house!  Swinging the stick with red ribbon is a reminder the Holy Spirit comes to us 
not just on the day of Pentecost but on each and every day of our lives.  Here are a few examples: 

 

*Over $4,000 was raised for Work Week expenses between the Work-a-thon and the Ice Cream Social. 

 

*While 3 kids participated in VBS, 10-12 volunteers from our church offered leadership.  Middle School kids, 
High School Kids and Adults were all involved. 

 

*VBS offerings raised enough money for 35 blankets that say 'God loves me'.  These go to kids going into 
foster care.  The goal was 10. 

 

*Session met for 3 hours on Sunday talking about hopes and dreams for 2010-2011.  It was a good example 
of cooperation and collaboration. 

 

*New ideas for alternative worship experiences and outdoor labyrinth experiences are met with openness!!! 

 

*Church members offer deep care to one another in times of health crisis. 

 

*5-7 people are going to Nashville to help with flood relief.  (We may have to designate Dave Boyd our 
Disaster Relief Coordinator!!!) (See more information on page 3) 

 

*Initial reports from the visiting teams is overwhelmingly positive.   

 

The Holy Spirit is in the house!!! 

"Pentecost's Season of Light and Life" - Part II 
                   Rev. Tiare L. Mathison 
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Avast me hearties!  Vacation Bible School with 
First Lutheran and United Presbyterian has sailed 
into the sunset.  We had a fun filled week on our 
high seas adventure learning about Godôs word 
and its meaning for our lives.  Our three crews 
consisted of 36 pre-school and elementary grade 
sailors led by 10 middle and high school mates. 
Many other First Presbyterian, youth and adults, 
were involved in leading music, assisting with 
crafts, teaching pre-school, preparing snacks, and 
generally helping wherever there was a need.  A 
special thanks to Captain Deb Zieman and first 
mate Robyn Friedman for their leadership and 
planning, and to all those who donated items for 
snacks and decorations! 
 
Second Mate Helyn Wohlwend  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Kreager and family on the death of Merle on 
May 28.  Funeral services were held on Tuesday, 
June 1 at First Presbyterian Church with Tiare 
Mathison officiating. 

 

Work Week 2010 will travel to Rock Island, Illinois 
on July 24-31, 2010 with 21 adults and young 
adults going this year.  Please keep each and 
everyone of us in your prayers as we travel and 
work on our mission:  Those going this year are:  
Julie Fisher, Dana Hashman, Larry and Linda 
Anderson, Mickey Van Baale, Tiare Mathison, 
Helyn Wohlwend, Dick Mielke, Dave Moles, Barb 
and John Taylor, Isaac MB, Matt Ventling, Dylan 
Camp, Chloe Gearhart, Rachel Rickers, Ahren 
Rickers, Blake Wathen, Peder Hopkins, Anders 
Hopkins, and Andi Hollenbeck.   
 
We will share our stories experiences with you on 
August 1, 2010 during worship.  Thanks to our 
entire church family for supporting us on another 
Work Week adventure! 
 
Julie Fisher 
Work Week coordinator 
 

Work Week 2010 
July 24-31 

The 219th General Assembly is nearly here.  It 
runs from July 3-10 in Minneapolis.  I have spent a 
lot of time in preparation for this.  I recently 
received two postcards, one from Pratt Presbyterian 

Church in Pratt Kansas and one from South 
Carolina.  Members of these congregations have 
committed to pray for each commissioner going to  
General Assembly.  And, they sent a postcard to 
each commissioner to let us know. 

 
As Iôve mentioned previously, there is a lot of 
information about General Assembly on the 
website www.pcusa.org.  During General 
Assembly, you can refer to this website and follow 
the actions taking place.   
 
I will be leaving on July 2.  During this time, Sara 
Hopkins will be filling the pulpit.  Contact Sara at 
641-831-3883 if you are in need of pastorial care.  
Jenny will be in the office on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday. 
 
As I head off to do the work of the bigger church, I 
know your love and prayers will surround me.  In 
weeks following, I will give an update of the work 
accomplished through sermons and other 
conversations with you. 
 
Tiare Mathison 

 



Messenger July, 2010 Page 3 

 

Worship & Music Update 

The worship and music committee would like to 
update everyone on what we have been doing to 
further consider innovation in our worship service.  
As you may recall, we first had an open meeting in 
February to hear thoughts from the entire 
congregation.  We got some great input and 
learned that even though we do have good 
worship now, we can still explore other forms of 
expression.   
 
With that in mind, we formed an ad hoc committee 
to further review these ideas.  Members of that 
committee are Vicky Carson, Elaine Mattingly, Kim 
Miller, Kim Schnell, Toni Peska, Isaac Mathison-
Bowie and Larry Anderson as chair.  This group 
met for the first time in mid June and we will share 
information from their meetings in future issues of 
the Messenger. 
 
It is not our intention to completely overhaul our 
current service.  We will stay within the general 
framework of the PCUSA order of worship and 
continue to honor our great tradition of choral and 
organ music.  Our hope is to recognize and 
accommodate diverse tastes in music and other 
artistic expression while maintaining a standard of 
quality.  We also want to encourage expression of 
innovative musical and other artistic gifts. 
 
Please feel free to contact anyone on either the ad 
hoc committee or the worship and music 
committee with your thoughts or ideas. 
 
Ann Cutts, Chair 

Summer Music Opportunities  
 

Everyone is invited to help make worship this 
summer a rich experience by contributing to the 
music ministry.  If you have music you would like 
to do; if there is music you would like to hear; if 
there is someone you know who might be 
interested in offering music -- please contact 
Larry Anderson, 792-5220.  Thank you! 

Session Highlights 
                  Dave Boyd, Clerk of Session 

¶ .All issues with the new insurance provider 

have been closed and refunds from Guide One 
received 

¶ A recent water issue in the sanctuary has 

been resolved & the lawn has been treated for 
weeds 

¶ Progressive Dinner is set for October 10 

¶ 155th Anniversary Celebration Plans are 

underway for August 

¶ A group is planning to go to El Salvador over 

Thanksgiving 

¶ Another group is hoping to go to Tennessee 

in July to provide disaster recovery assistance 
Work week is going to Rockford IL July 24-31 

Seven members of our church have made arrangements with 2nd Presbyterian in Nashville to travel 
there for mission work to help with flood recovery.  The group consists of John and Barb Taylor, Steve 
and Val McKee, Helyn Wohlwend and Andi Hollenbeck and Dave Boyd.  The group will leave either 
Saturday 7/10 or Sunday 7/11 returning 7/17 or 18.  Depends on how many miles we decide to try to 
drive each day.  There is room for more to go, if desired.  Please get a hold of Dave Boyd at 

daboide@iowatelecom.net  or 641-831-0878 right away if you are being called to also make this trip. 

 

Mission Trip to Tennessee 
 

mailto:daboide@iowatelecom.net
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First Presbyterian Church 

220 N 2nd Ave E 
641-792-2790 

Email:  new1pres@iowatelecom.net 
(this email goes to Jenny Verwers, Office Mgr) 

 
Website:  www.newton1stpresbyterian.org 

 
Church Hours:  M, W, Thurs:  8am to 4pm 

 
Custodian Hours:  M-Thurs:  8am to 11am 

 
Tiare Mathison, Pastor - 641-792-2790 

tmath@iowatelecom.net 
 

Sara Hopkins, CLP - 641-792-2790 
shopkins1@iowatelecom.net 

 
Effective February 19, 2010 

The church and church office are closed on 
Fridays.  Tiare can be reached in case of 

emergencies at 641-840-0109. 

The Church office will be closed on 
Monday, July 5th in observation of the 
Independence Day Holiday.  In case of an 
emergency, you can reach Sara Hopkins 
at 641-831-3883  
 

 

Vacations 

Schools out and family vacations have 
begun.  A time to experience God in his 
natural form.  If you are planning on a 
vacation this summer, we pray for your safe 
travel and look forward to hearing your 
experiences. 
 
Attending church, however, is not a ñwinterò 
sport.  We are alive and well, with great 
special music and messages from the pulpit.   
 
Donôt take a vacation from church.  We look 
forward to seeing you each week! 
 
 

Please Be In Prayer For: 

*General Assembly - July 2-10 

*Darrel Achtemeier with surgery; John Taylor with 
cancer treatments and their wives and friends who 
surround them and care for them  

*High School kids going off to college and high 
school kids deciding about college 

*Families as they take time to 'vacate' - may they 
enjoy God's gorgeous creation 

*Our church - may our roots grow deep in faith 
and our shoots of ministry and mission be many!!! 

 

 

http://www.newton1stpresbyterian.org
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On Sunday, June 20, our congregation celebrated 3 
baptisms and the addition of 4 new members. 
 
Upon recommendation of the Session, Marshall 
Critchfield and his 2 daughters, Whitney and Jane 
Hadley were baptized by Tiare. 
 
Clerk of Session, Dave Boyd stated that the Session 
also recommended that Chris and Peggy Lickiss 
and Stephanie (Vernon) and Marshall Critchfield be 
taken into membership.  Here is a little information 
on both families. 
 
Chris and Peggy were accepted into membership 
through Reaffirmation of faith.  Chris works at Musco 
Lighting after being at Maytag for a number of years.  
Peggy teaches in Des Moines. 
 
 
 

Stephanie grew up in our church until going away 
for school.  She works at Vernon Co.  Stephanie 
was also accepted into membership through 
Reaffirmation of Faith.  Marshall grew up in South 
Florida, where his dad built Boca Raton 
Presbyterian Church.  Marshall works at Wells 
Fargo. 
 
The Critchfield children are Whitney, who is 5 and 
starting kindergarten and Jane Hadley, who is 2, 
almost 3. 
 
Welcome to all of you.  We look forward to getting 
to know you better and see how God will work 
through each of you. 
 
 

òGetting to knowó 

Our New Members 

Have you been visited yet by a member of the church?  If not, you have likely been 
contacted to set up a time, or will be getting a call very soon.  While all information 
received is confidential, the initial calls have generated some great conversations. 
 
The new church directories are not quite finished, but it is getting closer.  Our hope is  
to have these completed and distributed in the very near future.  We are excited for  
you to get yours and we imagine you are equally excited about getting one. 
 
If you have any questions at any time, please contact one of the members of our  
Committee. 
 
Membership Committee: 
Cathy Rickers, Chair 
Tim Lockhart, Marlys Grimm, Bev Rossow, John Taylor and Joan Tyler 
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Lectionary ñ  

July, 2010 
 
July 4 
2 Kings 5:1-14; Ps. 30; Gal. 6:(1-6) 7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
July 11 
Amos 7:7-17; Ps. 82; Col. 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
 
July 18 
Amos 8:1-12; Ps. 52; Col. 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
July 25 
Hos. 1:2-10; Ps. 85; Col. 2:6-15 (16-19) 
Luke 11:1-13 

August, 2010 
 

August 1 
Hos. 11:1-11; Ps. 107:1-9, 43; Col. 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
August 8 
Isa. 1:1, 10-20; Ps. 50:1-8, 22-23 
Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 15 
Isa. 5:1-7; Ps. 80:1-2, 8-19; Heb. 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 22 
Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; Heb. 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 29 
Jer. 2:4-13; Ps. 81:1, 10-16; Heb. 13:1-8; 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 


