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The following was taken from the January 9 Facebook page of PC(USA).  Some food for thought.  
Thanks to Dave Boyd for finding this and sharing it.  Satisfying the Hunger is a blog written by the 

ministry staff of Evangelism & Church Growth. 

 
We love our titles.  Minister. Pastor. Preacher. Reverend.  For me, Iôve always been uncomfortable 
with titles.  Some aspire to them.  I run from them.  After I was ordained, I was asked often, ñWhat 
should we call you?ò ñPastor, Reverend, What?ò I would reply, ñPhilip, thatôs my name.ò  I received 
many blank stares.  Iôm not sure they like calling their Pastor by their first name with out any title 
attached.  Iôm sure it was out of respect for the office and part of their tradition but it always rang a 
little hollow to me.  It always created a little distance, some separation from the other person.  That 

bothered me.  Still does.  

  

Calling someone by his or her name is powerful.  To call someone by his or her name implies 
intimacy or at least some level of relationship.  Trust me, with my last name, I know who knows me 
and who doesnôt just by who can pronounce it.  Does it make a difference, Absolutely!  I respond 
differently when a person uses my name versus one of my 
titles.  Name=relationship.  Title=distance.  ñGood morning Reverendò or ñGood morning, Philipò- 

which sounds more relational? 

  

Can the same be said when our faith is involved?  Iôve noticed more and more that many in our 
church use ñChristò when talking about ñJesus.ò  My vast seminary training (tongue-in-cheek) tells 
me that Christ is the title or the function.  Christ was the role.  Jesus was the person.  I wonder if by 
using the term Christ more often than not, we are creating a distance between Jesus and us. By 
using ñChristò we can stay clear of the intimacy and relationship that is implied when we say 
ñJesus.ò    Even Jesus used the term ñAbbaò in conversation with God, which was a more intimate 
way to understand their relationship.   Try it for a week and see how it changes your prayer life.  Or 
in worship, replace the term Christ with the name Jesus and see if it doesnôt begin to change the 

depth of intimacy you feel during that time.  

 

Jesus or Christ? 
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Worship and Music 
Kim Schnell, Chair 

We welcome Sharon Black to the Worship & Music 
Committee! 
 
Worship CoordinatorïWhile we are in transition 
and without a pastor, this volunteer position is a 
liaison between guest preachers and our church, 
as well as helps coordinate various aspects of the 
worship service, along with Jenny/church office 
and the Worship & Music Committee.  Kim 
Schnell has been serving as our Worship 
Coordinator since Tiare left, however she will be 
gone on vacation for awhile, so Sara Hopkins has 
graciously agreed to help with this now through 
March 4 services. 
 
Our sincere THANKS goes out to all the wonderful 
guest preachers who filled our pulpit in 2011 and 
so far this year!  We are thankful for and blessed 
with those who continue to serve us during this 
transition. 
 
Upcoming guest ministers will be: 
Feb. 5    Robert DeYoung 
Feb. 12  Susan Sanning (from Grinnell) 
Feb. 19  Judy Winkelpleck (from W. Des Moines; 
she is the former COO of the DM Civic Center and 
a recently ordained minister in the United Church 
of Christ). 

At the yearly Leadership Retreat the Elders determine 
which committee they would like to serve.  As we 
reduce the number of Ruling Elders from 15 to 12, 
most groups now only have 1 Elder. 
 
Some are also looking for congregation members to 
round out the committee.  Please search your heart 
and listen to the call from God, should you be 
contacted to serve.  Of course, if you have a desire to 
be on a committee, feel free to let the chairperson 
know. 
 
The first name listed, if applicable, is the chairperson.  
If you have a suggestion, question or concern, please 
contact one of the Elders on the committee. 
¶ Budget and Finance:  Bill Shields and Terry 

Rickers 

¶ Building and Grounds:  Roger Harmelink and 

Steve Hopkins 

¶ Christian Nurture:  Kathy Ventling and Virginia 

Bennett 

¶ Church Life:  Randy Camp 

¶ Membership:  Gary Parsons 

¶ Mission:  Linda Anderson 

¶ Personnel:  Mickey Van Baale and George 

Wilkening 

¶ Worship and Music:  Kim Schnell 

From the Deacons 
 
At the Leadership meeting on January 15, we 
determined that I would remain as Moderator, Dave 
Stolper would be the Secretary for the coming year.  
Our thanks for outgoing Deacons, Darlene Johnson, 
Wilma Manning, Rachel Rickers, Joan Rusk, and Tom 
Weeks for their service the last 3 years.  We welcome 
new Deacons, Dana Hashman, Margaret Atwood, 
Nancy Mott and Ruth Ann Van Elswyk. 
 
Linda Kirchhoff, Moderator 

Session Committees 

Church Life 
By Randy Camp, Chair 

Join us at 5pm on Sunday, February 12 for a 
Board Game night.  Bring your favorite board 
game, as well as snacks or appetizers to share.  A 
fun way to enjoy fellowship with your fellow 1st 
Presbyterians. 
 
Be watching for more information on our annual 
Potato Bar.  This will occur in March, but an actual 
date has not been set yet.  We will let you know 
the date and details in the next Messenger, the 
Church happenings and bulletin announcements. 
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As is our long time tradition, we will begin having 
Lenten breakfasts on Wednesday mornings.  The 
first one will be February 22, which is Ash 
Wednesday. 
 
We begin the morning with breakfast at 6:45am.  At 
about 7:25, we have a devotion, which lasts about 20 
minutes.  This will ensure that those needing to get to 
work, have plenty of time to do so. 
 
Thank you to Mary Jane Tripp for lining up the people 
below for breakfast makers and people doing 
devotions.  If you have never attended, why not give 
it a try?  Children are welcome to attend also.  It is a 
moving way to prepare yourself for Easter. 
 

      BREAKFAST       DEVOTIONS 

Feb 22 Larry & Linda Anderson  Larry Anderson 

 

       29 John & Barb Taylor     Mickey Van Baale 

 

Mar  7 Jane & Carl Repp      Deb Zieman 

 

      14 Gary & Kay Parsons      Don Black 

 

      21Linda Curtis & Dave Stolper Linda Curtis & 

     Dave Stolper 

 

      28 Mary Jane Tripp      Kim Schnell 

 

Apr  4 Larry & Shari DeCook      Virginia Bennett 

 

 

Lenten Breakfasts Begin  Christian Nurture 
By Kathy Ventling, Chair 

Little Church 
People for leading this ministry during January and 
February are filled.  Additional persons to staff Little 
Church are needed.  Curriculum is provided.  A few 
ideas for future focus, especially for the older 
children are learning the books of the Bible, and 
learning and discussing the Lordôs Prayer.  Music 
can be incorporated if the leader wishes.  Donations 
will begin in February for the shoebox Christmas 
project.  The item for February will be something 
redðtoys, toothbrushes, books, etc. 
 
Middle School/High School 

A parentôs meeting of these students is tentatively 
scheduled on February 12 following worship.  This 
will be a time to discuss parent involvement, interest 
in materials to be used at home, feasibility of some 
type of Sunday School, fun activities, service 
projects and confirmation. 
 
WOW 
This program began January 25 for a 6 week 
session.  The first 3 weeks are being held at the 
First Lutheran church and the last 3 at our church.  
A focus for this session will be on soliciting more 
donations to cover food and other costs.  The 
Session approved having the second (2nd) Sunday 
of the month as ñWOWò Sunday, where any loose 
offering will go toward the costs of WOW.  This will 
take place any month that WOW is in session. 
 
Christmas Pageant 
A big Thank You to Virginia Bennett for writing the 
script for the Christmas pageant.  There has been 
fabulous feedback from the congregation and we 
felt the use of Little Church and additional 
rehearsals went well.  Costumes will be further 
looked at and future needs (repairs, replacements, 
etc) will occur during the cleaning session 
scheduled for this summer.  The basic script idea 
will be reused, with modifications that reflect current 
talents and ages of participating youth. 
 
Additional items being discussed for the future are 
Youth Sunday, Graduation Sunday, and a possible 
family game night in March. 
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Buildings and Grounds 
Roger Harmelink, Chair 

The sign in front of our church is made of wood 
and beginning to show a lot of wear and the wood 
is rotting.  Therefore, we are beginning the search 
of information and costs on having this sign 
replaced.   
 
At the last Session meeting, it was suggested that 
signage also be placed in the back parking lot that 
would identify our church.  People using the back 
parking lot do not have an indication that it is for 
First Presbyterian and no indications of where the 
doors are to enter the church. 
 
Initial guestimates of the cost would be $2000-
$4000, depending on how many extras we get, 
such as the type of lighting.  Funding would have 
to be in the form of fund-raising, a gift, or funds 
from the Memorial fund, as there are not moneys 
in the general fund for this  
expenditure.   

 
    

 
 

By Gary Parsons, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Our committee has several projects that we oversee 
all the time such as the Bread Ministry and Greeting 
Ministry. However, right now we have several other 
projects that are nearing completion that we would like 
to tell you about.  
 
First, the demographic survey, which is to gather 
information that is requested by Presbytery should 
have been received by you. It was sent with the last 
pledge report. Weôre asking that you return it to Jenny 
at the church office within 2 weeks of receiving it which 
would mean a return date of around Feb. 1.  
 
Second, we have selected a ñtransition themeò which 
we will use to publicize our changing situation as we 
move to an interim pastor, then a new pastor and 
beyond.  In the future, look for posters ,pamphlets, etc. 
calling attention to this theme and to our wonderful 
church.  The Session approved the transition theme, 
which is ñLifting Our Eyes to the Future.ò 
 
Third, we are working on solving the problem of 
transporting people to church who either could not or 
would have difficulty coming on their own. We hope to 
have an announcement pertaining to this in the near 
future. 
 
We would also like to announce that Barb Gallaher 
who has been in charge of the Member Care Ministry 
has resigned because of increased time requirements 
since being elected to the deacons. Linda Curtis-
Stolper has consented to take her place on Member 
Care. We give thanks for Barb taking this new 
committee and for doing a great job and for Linda to 
be willing to continue this needed ministry. Member 
Care tries to get members in contact with other 
members or attendees who may benefit from calls or 
visits. This committee function is not as formal or as 
long term as the deacon ministry. 
 
 
 

Our year-to-date pledges, as of December 31, 
2011 were $14,254 below budget.  Expenses, 
however, were under budget by $21,458, making 
our year-to-date figures at a positive $9,302. 
 
Some activities during December were:  $6300 
being received in pre-paid 2012 pledges; $122 was 
received by the Deacons in loose offerings; $463 
was received by the Mu¶oces fund from the craft 
sale; we received $250 for the Rural Harvest 
Offering and $831 for the Christmas Joy offering. 
 
If you havenôt fulfilled your 2011 pledge, we 
encourage you to do this as quickly as possible.  
Please remember, should your financial situation 
change at any time, and you will not be able to 
complete your 2012 pledge, let myself or another 
member of the committee know. 

Budget and Finance Corner  
Bill Shields, Chairperson  



Messenger February, 2012 Page 5 

Mission Committee 

El Salvador: 
We will have a special display of the El Salvador crafts in preparation for Valentine's Day.   There is much 
jewelry left including bracelets, necklaces and earrings.  Boxes  and gift bags are available.   Remember 
sweet treats are available with Gifts in a Jar.  We have Cocoa Brownies and Strawberry Oat Bars 
available.  We have fresh bags of French Roast coffee on the shelves also. You can also pick up Soup mixes 
to make for that special someone.  I hope this gives you some ideas of what to give that loved one for that 
special day or upcoming event.  These make great hostess gifts as well. 
 
Mu¶oces: 
It's that time of year to prepare to plant.  Fertilizer is once again needed in Mu¶oces.  We need $2300 for 
each family who farms to receive a bag and the four families who don't farm to receive a food packet.  On our 
upcoming delegation in March we will be looking at other farming practices which don't rely on commercial 
fertilizer, to see if these ideas can be incorporated in the farming practices in Mu¶oces.  (See Jan. 9 Mission 
Yearbook entry for more information on this topic.) 
 
Kids Against Hunger: 
John Taylor is our representative to Kids Against Hunger.  The next  packing event will be on Feb. 25 in 
Sully.  Others are scheduled for July and November.   
 
Work Week: 
Plans are being made for the annual Ice Cream Social, which is our major fundraiser for  our Work Week 
Mission trips.  See page 8 for more details on this yearôs trip to Benton Harbor, Michigan. 
 
Committee needs:   
We are looking for people  who are interested in missions to join our committee.  We will probably start 
meeting on the second Sunday of each month at 9 AM.  Please let us know if you have questions. 
 
Linda Anderson, elder 
Mission Committee  

Be Praying For ... 

*George Wilkening who is recuperating at the 
Anderson home following knee surgery. 
 
*Vickie Carson who is recuperating from recent 
surgery. 
 
*Gary Kirchhoff who is recuperating from recent 
surgery. 
 
*Wilma Manning who is home recovering from  
surgery. 
 
*Jen Norvell who will be having 

surgery on February 6. 

Congratulations to ... 

Wedding bells will be ringing for three couples 
who recently were engaged.  Congratulations 
from your church family. 
 
*Barb Jackson and Steve Roese 
 
*Kim Schnell and Scott DeGraff 
 
*Lyndee Hashman and Eric Karr 

Condolences to the family of Paul Schell.  Paul died 
at the Monarch Wing of Skiff Medical Center on 
January 15, 2012.  A private burial was held per 
Paulôs request. 
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Presbytery Report 
By Mickey Van Baale 

On Saturday, January 21, 2012, Virginia Bennett and I attended the Presbytery meeting at Douglas Avenue 
Presbyterian church in Des Moines.  Our own, Leland Smith, is Moderator of Presbytery this year. 
 
Highlights of the meeting were: 
 
§ The results of the charges brought against our former pastor Steve Bowie, were read into the minutes. 
 
§ Guest speaker, sponsored by the Social Ministries Task Force, was Jack Jezreel.  He is the founder and 
director of JustFaith Ministries, an interdenominational program about mission work.  Information about 
this and the opportunities available to our church will be passed on to the Mission Committee. 

 
§ Heard and passed the 2012 budget 
 
§ Had the ñRecognition of Honorable Retirementò for Rev. Donald Elly, Teaching Elder of Ft. Des Moines 
Presbyterian Church and Rev. Linda D. OôConnell, Teaching Elder of Chariton and Lucas First 
Presbyterian Churches.  Don is also the chaplain at Iowa Health Services.  Both retirements were 
effective as of December, 2011.  (Teaching Elder is the new term to be used in place of minister or 
pastor) 

 
§ Saw a presentation from CROSS ministries, which serves the needs of people at or below poverty levels 
in Polk County.  This ministry has been supported by the Presbytery of Des Moines for many years.  
CROSS ministries touched 7840 individuals in 2011, plus 1200 children who received school supplies 
through their back-pack ministry. 

 
§ The Bills and Overtures committee presented two overtures (request for changes).  If passed they will go 
on to General Assembly for consideration.  Both dealt with same gender couples, gays, and lesbians and 
Book of Order (BOO) #W-4.9000, which reads: 

ñMarriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire human 
family.  Marriage is a civil contract between a woman and a man.  For Christians marriage is a 
covenant through which a man and a woman are called to live out together before God their 
lives of discipleship.  In a service of Christian marriage a lifelong commitment is made by a 
woman and a man to each other publicly witnessed and acknowledged by the community of 
faith.ò  

The first overture asked for an Authoritative Interpretation of W-4.9000 to ensure pastoral discretion, 
meaning Teaching Elders could offer pastoral care to gays and lesbians. This passed by a ballot vote of 
45 to 26.  The second overture asked that Teaching Elders and Sessions may exercise discretion on 
marriages of same gender partners and the use of church property for such.  This also passed by a ballot 
vote of 43 to 28. 

 
§ The Nominating committee brought 40+ names to the Presbytery of people for the 2012 classes and to fill 
vacancies on the committees of the Presbytery.  These were approved. 

 
We enjoyed great hospitality and good food from the members of Douglas Avenue.  This was Virginiaôs first 
Presbytery meeting and I believe she found it very interesting.  The next Presbytery meeting will be Tuesday, 
May 15, 2012. 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a loose knit ( pun 
intended!) group who has been meeting in the west 
end of Fellowship Hall for 3 1/2 years.  They meet 
at 5 PM on Wednesdays and stay until they get 
tired of it or need to go to choir, or hunger drives 
them away. There is no "membership" - anyone is 
welcome to attend, as often or as seldom as you 
wish. Often the session opens with a prayer and a 
lighted candle, but often people straggle in and 
there is no formal beginning.  
Their mission is love....fellowship for the needle 
workers and an expression of support for those 
who may need it. They meet and talk of those who 
may need a "hug", and what new pattern  
someone has found, what colors of the yarn scraps 
we often work with go best together.....and 
miraculously lovely things emerge from their 
flashing needles. The needle workers work both on 
Wednesday nights and at home during the  
week.  They say they make prayer shawls for hope, 
love and for consolation.  They make hats for El 
Salvador babies and most recently  have made 
scarves for our college kids, and most have been 
distributed.  They work with donated yarn, or buy 
their own.....and they seem to love what they do!  
There is no formal record of the shawls that have 
been made and given away, the best estimate 
might be about 30.  They say they don't want any 
recognition...but if it might inspire others to join, 
they will accept it.  
 

Advent Booklet Thank You 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We wish to say a huge thank you to all who assisted 
with the recent Advent Book. Your articles were 
wonderful. We so appreciate each of you taking the time 
to so thoughtfully create articles for the book. Our 
church family is so fortunate to have such talented 
persons and we want to say thank you for sharing your 
talents. Thank you again for making the Advent Book a 
success. A big thank you to FPC Office Manager, Jenny 
Verwers for her help. Thank you to Mary Jane Tripp, 
Gary Haynes, Mickey Van Baale, and Carl Repp for 
preparing the book to mail  

Steve Hopkins and Jane Repp  

Highlights from Session  
By Dave Boyd, Clerk of Session  

¶ Accepted Terry Ricker's offer to act as a liaison 

to The Foundation  

¶ Approved Sara Hopkins as our representative to 

the Newton Ministerial Association  

¶ Confirmed we will maintain our Inactive Roll of 

members.  (This is an option for churches under the 

new Form of Government - nFOG - approved by the 

last General Assembly)  

¶ Discussed the Buildings & Grounds committee 

ideas for new signage around the church  

¶ Approved Membership Committee suggestion for a 

theme for our Transition period:   "Lifting Our Eyes to 

the Future."  

¶ Approved directing loose offering from the 2nd 

Sunday of each month WOW is in session to support 

of that activity  

Heard reports from Personnel that the compensation 

package and job description for an Interim pastor 

have been approved by the Congregational Care & 

Development Committee of the Presbytery and that 

personnel policies for our staff relative to flex time 

and vacation requests have been updated and are in 

place 

Opera Iowa 

On Sunday, February 19, Opera Iowa will be 
holding a concert in our sanctuary.  This is not a 
part of our ñSundays at 4ò concerts, as there will be 
an admission charge.  Tickets will be available from 
Joan Tyler, Virginia Bennett or Carol Soderblom-
Proctor.  Watch for posters and additional 
announcements for more details. 
 
Opera Iowa is part of the Des Moines Metro Opera. 
 The performance in Newton will feature a collection 
of Arias and Broadway hits presented by the 
apprentice artists.  The group also performs at 
schools across Iowa and conducts workshops for 
them. 
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2012 Work Week Trip - Benton Harbor, MI 
By Larry Anderson 

Work Week is going to Benton Harbor, Michigan, this year!  This will be the second Work Week group from 
our church in that community ï the first was 20 years ago!  We will leave on Saturday, July 28, and arrive 
home Saturday, August 4. 
 
Laurie Hartzell, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Benton Harbor, says this about her community:  ñThis 
is a town of much pain, poverty and division.  It is also a community full of deeply devoted Christian men and 
women with many, many gifts.  One of our passions is for groups to not only serve here, but begin to see 
Christ in places the world sometimes shuns.  Our desire is that you will also allow this community to serve 
you.ò  

 
Currently the plan is for our group to work on projects at the Safe Shelter for Families, a ministry serving 
families and children in crisis.  We will not only be doing work on the physical building but also spending 
some time with the kids and families.  We will be staying at the First Presbyterian Church. 
 
One change we are making this year is that we no longer will be using the large 15 passenger vans.  This is 
due to safety concerns about these vehicles.  Instead we will be leasing the smaller Flex crossover vehicles, 
along with the cargo van. 
 
Our initial information meeting for Work Week 2012 will be Sunday, Feb. 26, following worship.  Please plan 
to attend the meeting if you think you might be interested in going.  If you know of others who would be 
interested in this kind of mission trip, please invite them to attend on Feb. 26.  If you canôt attend, contact 
Larry or Linda Anderson, Dana Hashman, or Mickey Van Baale for information. 
 

First Presbyterian Church  
220 N 2nd Ave E  
641-792-2790  

Email: new1pres@iowatelecom.net  
(this email goes to Jenny Verwers, Office Mgr)  

 
Website: www.newton1stpresbyterian.org  

 
Church Hours: M, W, Thurs: 8am to 4pm  

 
Custodian Hours: M-Thurs: 8am to 11am  

 
The church and church office are closed on Fridays.  
Volunteers will be answering the phone on Tuesdays 

 
For emergencies, call Mickey Van Baale at 641-521-0549 or Dave Boyd at 641-831-0878 



El Salvador Bound! 

Warren and Linda Erickson are headed to El 
Salvador this month for a 6+-week adventure in 
the country theyôve come to love.  We, as a 
congregation, were introduced to El Salvador and 
particularly the needs in Usulut§n province in the 
mid 1990ôs, just a few years following a long and 
tragic civil war that tore the country apart both 
physically and emotionally. Bob Cook, the hunger 
action enabler for the Presbytery at the time, 
visited and later remained in the country to work 
with a program to serve the needs in the area 
around Berlin, El Salvador.  This congregation 
has had an ongoing connection to the area 
through yearly visits, medical delegations, and 
most recently, our partnership with the tiny village 
of Mu¶oces.  Linda and Warren have volunteered 
to help begin a program to teach English in 
Mu¶oces to people of all ages. 
 
The Ericksons will ride out to the village from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Berlin each day in the back of the pick-up truck 
with the teachers in the school.  The English 
classes will be largely oral as many of the adults 
do not read or write Spanish, much less English.  
They will use a similar program to the one that 
several people in the church have been using to 
learn Spanish.  Following three weeks of teaching 
in Mu¶oces they will move on to San Salvador 
where they will participate in an international 
election observer program sponsored by CIS, a 
non-governmental organization based in San 
Salvador.  They will learn about the election 
process in El Salvador and will be assigned to 
observe the election on March 11 somewhere in  

the country.  Following the election, they will join 
a delegation from First Presbyterian that is 
visiting El Salvador March 16-23.  They are 
funding their own volunteer efforts in the country 
but know that they take the love, support, and 
prayers of all of you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ñWe will attempt to represent our  
  congregation with love and good  
  humorò, said Linda.  ñWe wish you 
  could all come with us to see first  
  hand the great need and the  
  grateful appreciation for the gifts of 
  fertilizer, bean seed, scholarships, 
  and other gifts sent by our   
  congregation.  Your caring support 
  and friendship seems astounding  
  to the subsistence farmers and  
  their families that live very simply  
  on the side of a volcano so far 
removed from life in the United States.  We, and 
they, thank you for your love and prayers.ò 



 



 


