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We have been reminded the last two Sundays that the first day of Advent, November 27, was the first day of 
our Christian Year.  What do you think of when you hear this phrase?  A chance to start over?  A chance to 

right a wrong?  Resolutions?  A time to reflect on the past?  How does hearing ñHappy New Yearò reflect 
upon our transition? 
 
In the upcoming months, we all know that we will be seeing changes.  Reflecting, we can easily see that 

church activities at First Presbyterian Church have continued as in the past.  We have been blessed with 
great messages from the pulpit each week by our own members and a few guests.  Little church is still 
happening each week.  The Advent booklet has been printed and sent out.  The Christmas pageant will take 

place on December 18.  Music from our choir or other special music has been wonderful.  The Advent wreath 
is in place and the beautiful Nativity set adorns the top of the organ. 
 

When you step into the church, you will notice the decorations are up.  We have a tree in the Narthex with 
angels from the Salvation Army.  Each angel represents a needy child in our town, who will love the gift you 
can provide.  There are several left and we can always get more.  Can you help?  We also have a fig tree 
which had Christmas wishes from the Progress Industries clients who do not have family and would 

otherwise not receive gifts.  Most have been taken care of, but there might be one or two left. 
 
Details are in place for the annual Christmas party at Riverview that we co-sponsor with Elim Lutheran 

Church from Marshalltown.  Several of our members will be going to Riverview on the evening of December 
4 to help put on this party.  The Nominating committee has completed their work and new officers will be 
elected on December 4 after worship.  The Stewardship campaign has taken place and work is beginning on 

setting a new budget. 
 
Yes, the church continues to run with the various committees and the Deacons ably taking care of the 
responsibilities that fall to them.  Sure, there may have been a hiccup or two, but overall everyone is doing a 

good job. 
 
As we look to the future, we can practice the 3 ñPôsò Linda Curtis-Stolper mentioned in her recent sermon.  

We must pray, prepare, and proceed.  Pray for guidance and understanding.  Prepare ourselves for some 
additional responsibilities that might come our way and for the Interim pastor we hope to have soon.  
Proceed knowing that God is with us each step of the way.  I would add ñPatienceò to this group.  We need to 

remember that all things happen according to Godôs plan and in Godôs time.   
 
May we all have a very Blessed New Year at First Presbyterian Church, reflecting on and continuing past 
traditions while we walk boldly into the future.  Happy New Year!!  

Happy New Year! 
 

By Mickey Van Baale 
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*Bill Zegers sister, Hendricka, who is 93.  She fell 
and broke her shoulder. 

 
*Monica DeCook, daughter-in-law of Larry and Shari 
and wife of Kent.  She has surgery for uterine cancer 

on November 17 in Minneapolis, where they live.  As 
a precautionary measure, she will be taking chemo 
treatments, but likely not until after the first of the 
year. 

 
*Jim Sommars, husband of Melissa (Kirchhoff) has 
been battling blood clots following a tear in his calf 

muscle. 
 
*Don Russell who has been hospitalized at Skiff 

since November 23, battling an infection.  He 
hopefully will be home by December 1. 

Be Praying For ... 

Nomination Committee 
George Wilkening, Chair 

Members have been contacted and affirmed their 
calling from God to serve as an Elder or Deacon for 

our church, or serving on next yearôs Nominating 
Committee.  Following worship on Sunday, 
December 4, we will have a congregational 

meeting to elect these people into their respective 
position. 
 
It is acceptable to nominate a member from the 

floor, but you must ask the person before the 
meeting if they would be willing to serve and receive 
an affirmation from them.  If you have any questions 

on this, please feel free to contact me at  
641-521-1703. 
 

My thanks to this yearôs committee 
for their hard work. 

   Joe and Diana Moles of  
   Houston, TX, welcomed  

   their first child, Elias  
   Joseph, on Oct. 27.   His  
   grandparents are Dave and 

Jackie Moles, and great -grandma is Janie Moles.  

He is also welcomed by great -aunt Diane.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Joe Morrison , brother-in-law of Val McKee, passed 
away Monday morning, November 7.  Please keep 
Val's sister (Audre) and family in your prayers, along 

with Val.  Memorial services were held on November 
22 in New Jersey.  

If you would like to order a Poinsettia to decorate 
our church, they are available for $8.50 each.  

Please call the church office to order yours by 
Wednesday each week until December 21. 
Poinsettias can be ordered in memory of loved ones 

or to honor them.  Please provide this information to 
Jenny when you place your order.  There will also 
be order forms in the weekly bulletins or in the 
church office. 

 
You may choose to take yours home.  Those not 
taken will be delivered to our shut-in members by 

the Deacons. 
 

After a short stay at Newton Village, Darlene 
Johnsonôs family decided it would be best to move 

her closer to family.  She left Newton on November 
1, 2011.  Here is her new address  

Darlene Johnson 

The Place at Vero Beach # 111 
3855 Indian River Blvd 
Vero Beach  Fl  32960 

Darlene would like to hear from her 1st Pres family. 
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December 3 - Ring bells for Salvation Army 

December 4 - Congregational Meeting to Elect 

new Elders and Deacons 

December 4 - Informational Meeting on Muñoces 

trip 

December 4 - Christmas Party at Riverview 

December 11 - Christmas Walk 

December 11 - Middle and High School get-

together 

December 14 - Deadline to return Salvation Army 

angel gifts to church unwrapped  

December 18 - Christmas Pageant 

December 18 - Christmas Joy Offering taken 

December 20 - Deadline for wrapped  gifts for 

Progress Industries clients to be delivered to PI or 

church 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 

December 25 - Regular Church Service 

January 1, 2012 - Regular Church Service 

The children and young people of First Presbyterian 
Church will present the annual Christmas Pageant this 

year on Sunday, December 18, during the morning 
worship service.  The script is quite simple with a few 
special parts for speaking and singing.  Many parts 

only require simple acting.   
 
We assume that all participants in children's time and 
little church will take parts in the pageant.  If others 

would like to join, we would be delighted to have you.  
Further, if you have a child in your family coming to 
celebrate Christmas who will be in Newton by 

December 18 and you would like for them to take part, 
we will happily include them.  If any child taking part is 
age three or younger, parents will need to be watchful 

and may be called upon to assist (this could mean that 
you too can be a shepherd or a sheep).   
 
We are looking forward to a delightful pageant with 

everyone having fun and reliving the age-old story of 
Christ's Birth.  More updates will be forthcoming.  
Watch for these in the bulletin and Church 

Happenings. 
 
For more information or to sign up your child, please 

call at my home:  641-275-3683.  Thank you! 
 
Virginia Bennett 
 

P.S.  Be sure to bring your cameras to church that 

day!  This promises to be memorable! 

Christmas Pageant:  An Update 
By Virginia Bennett, Christian Nurture 

Thanks to all who have submitted your pledges cards 
for 2012.  If you did not receive one, or have misplaced 

yours and would like to make a pledge, please contact 
Gary Haynes, Bill Shields or church secretary, Jenny . 

Stewardship Campaign 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

 

 

 

 

December 18 we will receive our contributions  

for  Christmas Joy.  This gift supports widows  

of pastors without pensions.  

 

 

 

 

 

This will be held December 11 at 3:00p.m.  

Volunteers are needed to furnish cookies for 

this event.  4 ï 5 dozen cookies are needed 
from our church.  Cookies need to be delivered 

to the 1st Christian Church.  
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Near the end of service on Sunday, November 20, 
the smell of turkey and all the trimmings began 

filling the sanctuary.  Following church, 102 people 
made their way to Fellowship Hall to once again 
enjoy their fill of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes 

and gravy, green beans, cranberries, rolls and 
assorted pies.  In addition to the set-down meals 
served, we also prepared some ñtake-outò meals. 
 

We had the same caterer prepare the meal and my 
committee and spouses did the serving.  Thanks to 
Cheryl, Brad and Megan Ritter, Tom and Nancy 

Mott, and Diane Moles, as well as those who 

stayed and helped with dishes. 

Following the meal, George Wilkening lead the 
group in the partaking of communion, which is a 

traditional part of our Thanksgiving feast. 

Christian Nurture News 
By Kathy Ventling, Chair 

Little Church will be used for rehearsal time, background work, and other needs associated with the Advent 
season.  Additional rehearsal times will need to be determined. 

 
The WOW session went well and we will continue to partner with 1st Lutheran for the winter session.  Dates 
need to be determined yet. 

 
The Middle and High School students got together on November 13 for a bonfire/cookout.  It was a success 
with approximately a dozen youth attending.  A big thanks to the Cutts family for hosting that event!  We 
cooked hotdogs outside over the fire and made Sômores.  They also played pool, shot darts and played 

Taboo.  Our next event is tentatively scheduled for Dec. 11 when we will shop for an Angel tree family, share 
a meal, and play some games. 
 

Yummy Sômores! 

Sam Cutts and Macy Leonard 

Make that shot, Brad! 
Kathy Ventling, Jennifer Ventling, Josh 

Ventling, Chandler Sturtz and Brad Ritter 
Macy Leonard, Brad Ritter, James 

Leonard and Josh Ventling. 

Thanksgiving Feast A Success 
Dan Ritter, Church Life 

Budget and Finance Corner  

Pledges are currently $20,276 below where we hoped 
to be at this time.  Due to good stewardship of all 

committees, our expenses continue to be below 
budget by $7,322.  We are therefore $12,954 behind 
in our income. 

The Capital Development Maintenance Fund paid 
$21,311 for repairs to the sound system and air 
conditioning system.  The insurance reimbursement 
for these expenses was received in September.  So, 

we had no out-of-pocket expenses for these repairs. 
These figures are as of October 31.  We normally see 
members catch up on their pledges in the last three 

months of the year.  If you havenôt fulfilled your 2010 
pledge yet, we hope you can do this by the end of the 
year.   

If your situation has changed since making your 
pledge, please contact Bill Shields or Gary Haynes. 
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 Mission Committee News 
By Linda Anderson 

The Advent Bazaar is  set up in Fellowship Hall  and you can begin your Christmas shopping and help our 
work to support the Cantonne of Muñoces, El Salvador.  This is organized by the El Salvador Committee. 
 

Three Ways to Give - Christmas 2011  

The churches in Jasper County are very lucky to have 3 community organizations who help us in our 
ministering to the poor and needy.   
Salvation Army:  There are Angels hanging on the Fir Tree in the Narthex.  Each Angel is for an individual 

child with the child's age on it.  Take an Angel, buy the gift, and bring it back unwrapped and put it under the 
same tree by Wed. Dec. 14. 
 

St. Nick's Christmas Club  Make checks out to "First Presbyterian Church" and put St. Nick's on the memo 
line.  The Mission Committee has signed up for the 2 largest families in the book, 1 family with 6 children, 1 
family with 7 children.  Each child is to receive a new outfit, underwear, socks, and at least 1 "wish" 

item.   Ages of children in these families are from 17 to 6 months.  Donations will be received through the end 
of the year.  Andersons are doing the shopping for these 2 families. 
 

Mission Coalition  We are thankful to have Linda Curtis-Stolper as our representative to Mission Coalition.  
This group takes care of the following two projects during the Holidays: 
 

*Presents for Progress Industries. 

 Progress Industries serves some clients who don't have family  members capable of providing 
 Christmas gifts.  As a congregation,  we are hoping to provide some Christmas cheer for these 
 persons.  Wish lists that have been completed by clients are now available on  the fig tree in the 

 narthex.  Each list will give the name and age  of the client, some basic information, and a few items 
 that would  make this person happy.  Total cost of purchasing the items on one  of the wish lists 
 should be $25-$30.  Wrapped and labeled gifts  will need to be delivered to Progress Industries no 
 later than Dec. 20.  For more information, contact Linda Curtis- Stolper by email  > at 

 davelin@iowatelecom.net or call 792-4920. 
 

*Bell Ringers needed! 
 First Presbyterian Church will be helping the Salvation Army with  the Red Kettle fundraising 
 campaign during December again this year. Members of our congregation are needed to ring bells on 

 Saturday, Dec. 3, at Wal-Mart from 10AM-2PM or at Walgreen's from 5PM-8PM.  If you have an hour 
 to give to this effort, please contact Linda Curtis-Stolper after church, by email at 
 davelin@iowatelecom.net, or call  792-4920. 

 

Companeros  
We still need a representative from our church to be a part of the Companeros group.  The group meets the 
first Tuesday of the month at Westminster Church in Des Moines.  Former representatives are Doug Smith 

and Linda Anderson.  Every church who has a partnership is required to have a representative at the monthly 
meetings.  Companeros is the  Presbytery committee that oversees our El Salvador mission. 

 

Muñoces Delegation  
Informational meeting regarding the upcoming Spring Break delegation will be held after church on Dec. 4 in 

the Parlor.  Dates for the trip are Mar. 16-23, 2012. 
 

Work Week  
Dates have been set for Work Week 2012 ( July 28-August 4).  The committee is exploring the idea of going 
to Benton Harbor, Michigan.  Barb Taylor has agreed to be the point person for Ice Cream Social 2012, which 

is the main fundraiser for Work Week.  Thanks, Barb 

mailto:davelin@iowatelecom.net
mailto:davelin@iowatelecom.net
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Buildings and Grounds 
By Bret Doerring 

SANCTUARY CEILING UPDATE  

We are fast approaching a year since the first 
peeling appeared in the ceiling of the sanctuary 

and you may be wondering is 
anything being done to repair it.  There has been 
a lot going on above  the ceiling to determine the 
cause of the problem, correct it and ensure the 

correction solved it.   

Cause:  The issue was additional insulation 
placed above the ceiling, resulting in much colder 
air in the crawl space.  This caused a condenser 

line from the air conditioners to freeze and 
leak.  The leak saturated the new insulation, 
then the plaster and finally the paint, resulting in 

the peeling.  There also was a concern that the 
insulation may reduce ventilation in the crawl 

space and cause additional condensation. 

Correction: Breiholz Construction, our 
renovation contractor, has been to the church to 

assess the situation on four different 
occasions. They discovered the problem and 
made three primary corrections. 1) The 

condenser lines were replaced to withstand the 
colder temperatures.  2) Ventilation was 
monitored and some roof vents were uncovered 
and made wider. 3) The insulation and 

plaster had to dry naturally. 

Ensure Solved: Breiholz suggested monitoring 
things for a full year to see that all issues are 
corrected through all four seasons to avoid 

repairing the ceiling and having the issue 
recur.  It appears that things have been corrected 
and we may be able move forward with the repair 

soon. 

Repair: The repainting is complicated due to its 

location, color match and texture.  Unfortunately, 
insurance will not cover the cost and it will be 
expensive.  When Breiholz gives the go ahead 

we intend to paint the bare spot only, assess the 
match and then call it complete or reassess the 

repainting. 

  

Thank you for you patience...Buildings and 

Grounds 

The Deacons, who receive their funds from your 
loose offerings on Communion Sundays, have 

donated $245 to the Food Pantry to be used for 
Thanksgiving. They have designated that the 
December offering be given  to the Salvation Army to 

help those in need at Christmas. Some of the 
poinsettias that you donate will be taken by us to our 
shut-ins. Thank you for your generosity.  We continue 
our visits and have delivered communion to one of 

our visitees. 

 
Linda Kirchhoff, Moderator 

Highlights from Session  
By Dave Boyd, Clerk of Session  

The Session had a very busy evening on November 

15.  Here are the highlights:  

¶ Set the date for a Congregational Meeting for 12/4 

to approve the report of the Nominating Committee  

¶ Set the date for the Annual Meeting for January 

29, 2012  

¶ Set dates for election of the Clerk, Treasurer and 

Corporation Officers  

¶ Approved an Advent Bazaar for November 27 

through January 6  

¶ Approved changes to our traditional Christmas Eve 

services and the January 1 service (see info from 

Worship and Music)  

¶ Developed a committee to develop a plan for use of 

the church building and Youth House by visiting 

families and for disaster response situations  

¶ Heard the annual report from Joan Tyler 

representing The Foundation  
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Foundation Committee News 
By Joan Tyler, Chair 

The balance of the church account and the 
advisory solution fund model was $249,053.15 per 

statements received from Edward D. Jones. 
 
Toni Peska was approved by the committee to 

become a Foundation director starting in January 
of 2012.  This will need to be approved by Session 
at their November 15 meeting. 
 

A beautiful bowl has been received from Jim and 
Lynda Lynn in conjunction with the donation of 
their home to the foundation.  Jim handmade the 

bowl to honor the memory of the Lynn and Brady 
families.  Discussion was held on where the bowl 
should be displayed with a plaque.  Joan will 

introduce the bowl to the session and will seek 
approval for the location of the bowl.  She will also 
speak to Larry regarding his input for a stand etc. 
 

The committee voted to adopt the recently revised 
foundation bylaws and the operating polices and 
procedures.  These will be presented to Session 

for their approval. 
 

 

We will be having only one service on Christmas Eve.  
It will be held at 7:30pm.  We will not be serving 

communion during our Christmas Eve service, but will 
have a gift of music from the choir and Sara Hopkins 
will be delivering the Message.   

 
Our normal church service will be held on Christmas 
Day at 10:30 am.  Sara Hopkins will also be filling the 
pulpit.   

 
New Yearôs Day will also fall on Sunday and we will 
have our regular 10:30 am service.  Communion, 

however, is being moved to January 8, 2012, by vote 
of the Session. 
 

Rev. Robert DeYoung of Pella will be our guest pastor 
on December 4 and we will enjoy the BETCHAW choir 
singing during our offertory time.  This is a choir made 
up of local students and are under the direction of 

Jane Johnson.  
 
December 11 we will welcome Anna Hillpipre as our 

guest in the pulpit.  Anna grew up in our church and is 
the daughter of Dana Hashman.  She now lives in 
Brooklyn and attends the Presbyterian church there. 

 
 
 
 

 

With all of the flu concerns and knowing winter is coming to Iowa (oh yes it is!!) plans are being updated to 
communicate any changes in our schedules at the church.  We will continue to notify KCOB Radio as early 

as possible of any changes.  They have assured us such information will be sent out over all 3 of their 
stations (1280 AM, 95.9 FM and KRTI 106.7 FM which covers Grinnell, Marshalltown, parts of Des Moines, 
etc.)  In addition we have established an account with WHO radio whereby we can update any information via 

the internet.  Changes to our schedules will appear simultaneously on WHO, KXNO, KKDM-FM, KPTL-FM 
AND KDRB-FM websites and will be available for on-air dissemination on WHO so if in doubt, check one of 

these sources.  If we're not there, then the schedule has not been changed. 

Please address any questions or concerns to Dave Boyd or George Wilkening. 

What If:  Emergency Closure of the Church 

Worship and Music 
Ann Cutts, Chair  
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First Presbyterian Church  
220 N 2nd Ave E  

641-792-2790  
Email: new1pres@iowatelecom.net  

(this email goes to Jenny Verwers, Office Mgr)  

 
Website: www.newton1stpresbyterian.org  

 
Church Hours: M, W, Thurs: 8am to 4pm  

 
Custodian Hours: M-Thurs: 8am to 11am  

 

The church and church office are closed on Fridays.  
Volunteers will be answering the phone on Tuesdays 

 

For emergencies, call Mickey Van Baale at 641-521-
0549 or Dave Boyd at 641-831-0878 

  Hello everyone.  
  I wanted to let you know I have 

  taken a part time job in the retail 
  world as I wait for opportunities in 
  the church world.  The store is 

  called "West Elm", a contemporary
   furnishings store.  It began as an 
online venture and just now is opening brick and 
mortar stores.  The store in Seattle opened the day 

before I arrived.  This is called being "bi-
vocational".  I do believe God is in the middle of 
this, strange as it might seem. 

 
Every time I remember you all I pray for you. I am 
so grateful for our time together.  And what a treat 

to hear Isaac came to church on his weekend 
home in Newton.  10 years you have been loving 
him éthank you so much. 
 

May God richly bless each and every one of you.   
 
Tiare 

In the past, Jenny, our Office Manager, has sent 
out an email on Thursday to everyone who will be 

participating in the following Sundayôs worship 
service.  This includes the Worship Leader, candle 
lighter, greeters, ushers, host Elder or Deacon, 

coffee time hosts, audio, Little Church, counters 
and the Bread ministry baker and taker.  This 
information is also provided in the weekly ñChurch 
Happeningsò and the proceeding weekôs bulletin. 

 
This will continue and we will continue to send out 
a list to each group showing the participants for 

the entire year.  Starting with this month, we are 
also providing the next monthôs listing of all 
volunteers. 

 
Jenny has done a great job in compiling this 
information, which was not an easy task.  This will 
allow you to have yet another way of knowing 

when you have agreed to be a part of our weekly 
services, or to readily see whom you might call if 
you have a change of plans and need to make a 

trade with someone. 

Additional Information 
By Mickey Van Baale 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you Church family for the prayers, flowers, 

cards, calls, and visits while I was in the hospital and 

since my return home.  I am getting stronger each day  

It was so great to get home on October 29, but equally as 

great to be with my church family in recent weeks.  You 

are a remarkable, caring family that I'm proud to say 

I'm a member of.  God has certainly blessed me. 

Mickey Van Baale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped 

us with Melõs recovery process.  The lunches, visits, 

rides, prayers, and friendship are so appreciated.  

In Christõs Love, 

 

Mel and Helyn Wohlwend  

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95101622&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=189


 




