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August 18, 1855 10 people signed a charter with the presbytery of Des Moines to begin a church in Newton 
proudly called First Presbyterian Church.  They had no building, no pastor, no money, no session or 
deacons, no secretary, no organist, choir or director,  no janitor, no Sunday School, no nothing except a 
sense of call from God which was affirmed by the presbytery. Stop and think about this for a moment--they 
had nothing to go on except their faith in the Holy Spirit nudging them to create a place of worship, mission 
and ministry.  And they had one another.  A remarkable reminder of Godôs action in the lives of every day 
people, the beautiful crossbar of loving God, loving neighbor.  And here we are. 
 
The story of our church is deeply impeded in the lives of ordinary people whom God called to be a part of the 
witness of this place for all these years.  Saying yes to God can be a little daunting especially when you think 
you have to be productive or have a strong resume before you say yes.  What faith teaches us over and over 
again is this simple truth: GOD EQUIPS THE CALLED; GOD DOES NOT CALL THE EQUIPPED . 
 
Look around.  None of us are particular kinds of spiritual giants yet we have people who are on the prayer 
tree ócoveringô us in prayer.  We have men leading devotions for one another in Menôs Groups and women 
gathering for Bible Study every week.  We have knitters and crocheters who make gorgeous prayer shawls, 
praying deeply for the comfort and care of the recipients.   We have 15 people who say yes every year to 
serving on session and 12 people who say yes to being deacons.  We have 25 people who sing in the choir.  
We have many more who offer their musical gifts for special occasions.  We have a variety of adults who 
volunteer in different ways to help children and youth grow in their faith either on Sunday mornings, 
Wednesday nights, special weekend events or Work Week.  We have people who step up and out to help 
others in need locally and nationally.  It is really quite astounding. 
 
As we move into Godôs future, we can trust God to equip us for the tasks we are called.  After all, God has 
been doing this here for 155 years.  Take time to listen quietly to the still small voice in your head and heart.  
Find a quiet space to say thank you and to be still, knowing God is God and there is no other.  Help your 
church move into its future with your generous time, your tithes and your offerings. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHURCH!!!   
 
 
 
Reports are that 40+ people attended the picnic at Woodland park on August 22.  Also, the  
ballgame was a lot of fun and the adults beat up on the youth.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHURCH!!! 
CALLED & EQUIPPED FOR 155 YEARS 

Rev. Tiare L. Mathison 
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To Esther Faidley and Dave Boyd in the recent 
death of Estherôs sister, Myrna Shaffer.  Myrna died 
on August 20 at the Monarch Wing of Skiff Hospital 
of heart failure.  Myrna was very adamant in 
wanting to be cremated for finality without funeral or 
graveside services. Myrna's remains will be interred 
at Newton Union Cemetery in the family burial site. 

 
 
 
 
 
To Paula Moore and Norm and Marlys Grimm on their 
new grandbabies. 
 
Paulaôs new granddaughter, Avery Sophia was born 
on June 25 in Iowa City.  Avery weighed 6 lbs, 14 oz 
and was 20 inches long.  Daddy and Mommy are Ken 
and Michelle (Moore) Nepple and Avery was 
welcomed home by big brother, Davis, age 3.  When 
Avery was 3 days old, the family moved to St. Louis 
for the two year fellowship program to complete Ken's 
medical training. They'll be returning to Iowa City in 
2012 where he will join the University of Iowa Hospital 
and Clinics staff as a physician.  
 
Norm and Marlys Grimm have recently welcomed 
their new grandson, Adrian Russell Grimm.  Daddy 
and Mommy are Adam and Beth Grimm and Adrian is 
their first child.  Adrian was born May 26, weighing 8 
lbs. 4 oz. and was 20 1/2ò long. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wedding Congratulations go out to Greg and Jen 
Carson and Curtis and Caitlin (Fisher) Mellick. 
 
Greg and Jen were married on June 12 at the Linden 
House in Lynnville.  Bill Calhoun preformed the 
ceremony.  Congratulations also to Vickie on 
becoming a grandma.  The children are Bridget, 
almost 13, Devin, age 11, and Indy, age.6. 
 
Curtis and Caitlin (Fisher) Mellick were married on 
July 10 at First Presbyterian Church.  Sara Hopkins 
preformed the ceremony.  Caitlin is the daughter of 
Don and Julie Fisher.  Caitlin will be graduating from 
UNI in December with a degree in Family 
Services.  Curtis works full time for Don at Product 
Development Partners here in Newton.  Curtis will be 
residing in Newton with Caitlin to follow after 
graduation. 

*Darrell Achtemeier who has undergone surgery for 
cancer.  He has returned to Park Centre for his 
recuperation.  Also pray for Marie as she cares for 
Darrell during this time. 
 
*Frank Vander Broek who recently had open heart 
surgery.  Frank was scheduled for knee 
replacement surgery and the blockages were found 
during pre-op tests.  He is home recovering from 
this surgery and then will still need to have the knee 
replacement surgery.  Prayers also for  
his caregiver, wife Elaine. 
 
*Don and Carol Russell and all other church family 
members who have suffered with water in their 
basements and homes from the recent rains and 
flooding.  Don and Carolôs family and friends were 
able to move their belongings from the main floor 
before everything was destroyed.  The Russellôs 
were home for a few days but have returned to 
Minnesota. 
 
*Our new college students, Spencer Curry, Ian Day, 
Chloe Gearhart, Taylor Peska, Rachel Rickers and 
Josh Zieman as they make their transition to the 
next phase of their life.  Also for their parents as 
they let their children spread their wings. 
 
*All students, teachers and administrators as a new 
school year begins. 

 

Be Praying For ... 
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Reserve your Wednesday evenings starting 
September 22!  Worship On Wednesdays will be 
starting up again!!! 
 
5:00pm for k-6th graders 
6:30 for Confirmation (middle school) and High 
Schoolers 
  
A shared meal at 6:30ðFOR ALL !!! 
  
Adult offerings are in the works. 
  
More news later . . .  

RESERVE YOUR WEDENSDAY EVENINGS!  
 

Sara Hopkins 
Commission Lay Pastor 

WOWñwill be starting up 
again!!! 

 

Update from Presbytery 

Presbytery met on August 21 at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Leon.  Tiare, Leland Smith 
and myself attended.  Highlights from the meeting 
were: 

¶ The commissioners to General Assembly gave 

a report on the committee they served on, as 
well as reflecting on their overall experience.  

¶ A Recognition of Honorable Retirement of Rev. 

William B. LeMosy was held.  Rev. LeMosy had 
been at Knox United Presbyterian Church in 
Des Moines.  Knox United Presbyterian Church 
held their last service and decommissioning on 
Sunday, June 27. 

¶ Phil Barrett was recognized by the group for his 

role as 1st helper to the Moderator at General 
Assembly.   

¶ Ballot and information on the 2010 Outstanding 
Older Adult Award.  Each Session is invited to 
nominate a person or group for this.  The award 
recipient and their family and friends will be 
recognized at our next Presbytery meeting, 
which is November 9, 2010 at the Downtown 
Des Moines Marriot.  Nominations need to be in 
by September 26. 

¶ The disposition of the building and property of 

Ewert Presbyterian Church and the 
decommissioning of the Knox United 
Presbyterian Church. 

 
Mickey Van Baale 
Elder Commissioner 

Anne graduated June 12 with her Master of 
Science degree in Clinical Nutrition from Rush 
University in Chicago.  Along with her degree, she 
received her certificate of completion for dietetic 
internship, the College of Health Sciences Deanôs 
Award for Academic Excellence and the E. Virginia 
Pinney Award for leadership skills.  Anne also just 
completed the exam for her credentials as a 
Registered Dietician. 

ANNE BARKER 

County and State Fair Winners 

Samantha Cutts, James and Macy Leonard, Laura, John 
and Emily Miller, and Megan Ritter have been very busy 
getting projects ready and showing at County and State 
Fairs.  They have done a great job with their projects.  
Here are the results: 

Samantha Cutts:  
County Fair:  Three photographs - all blue and one was 
considered for state fair; Girlôs intermediate division of 
clothing selection- second place; garden bench - blue 
ribbon; rabbit - blue ribbon 
State Fair:  Rabbit - white ribbon  
 
James Leonard : 
County Fair:  Champion Dorset Sheep; Champion Speckle 
face sheep; Market sheep - Third  and fourth place; Swine 
- six blue ribbons; Market lead in heifer - 2nd place; 
Advanced feeder group - blue in the light weight division. 
State Fair:  Swine - five blue ribbons; Performance sheep - 
Reserve; Speckle face sheep - in the top half of class; 
Dorset sheet also showed in the Speckle face class. 
 
Macy Leonard:  
County Fair:  Bottle calf - lavender ribbon; Swine - 6 blue 
ribbons; Swine - Reserve intermediate Showmanship;  
Advanced feeders - Champion heavyweight; and 2nd 
place with rate of gain; Painted piggy bank - blue ribbon; 

Painted license plate - blue ribbon. 
 

(Cont. page 7) 
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Deacons will meet Sunday,September 12th at 
8:30 AM at the Youth House. 

 
$175 from the May loose offerings was donated to 
the Salvation Army Food Bank from the Deacons 
Fund.  The Deacons have voted to donate $150 
from our fund to be given to the Salvation Army to 
be used for the Colfax relief effort. 

¶ Approved sale of organ grids for $200 each  

¶ Authorized Building & Grounds to enter into 
an agreement with Kid Assist to use the Youth 

House for storage and office functions  

¶ WOW and Confirmation start September 22  

¶ Church Life has set November 21 as the day 

for Thanksgiving feast  

¶ Opened discussion of an ad hoc group to 
review status of our phone and computer 

systems.  

Work Week 2010 

Twenty-one youth and adults from First Presbyterian Church recently journeyed to Rock Island, IL to work in 
the Quad City area for Project NOW.  We were guests of the Church of Christ UCC in Rock Island, IL .  We 
took over the former parsonage as our home for the week.    Yes, 21 people can share 2 and ½ bathrooms 
for one week.  
  
Each yearôs group starts forming in February.  Participants make a promise (covenant) to the group.  This 
involves coming to covenant meetings and working to raise funds for the trip.  (For example, this year we 
paid $3200 to the host church for our room and board for the week.)  The annual ice cream social and the 
work-a-thon day have been our primary means of raising support for the trips. 
  
The covenant meetingsô purpose is to unite participants into a cohesive group focusing on the mission of 
Work Week: 
 To grow together as a Christian community  
 To see God at work in a part of the world away from home  
 To do work in the service of God and others  
  
We get to know one another in these preparation meetings and learn something about what we will be doing 
during the week.  We feel that Work Week is one of the best things this church does.  It provides wonderful 
opportunities for an intergenerational group to spend quality time together.  When adults invest time in 
getting to know our youth, great things happen! 
 
If you havenôt already, we encourage you to talk to anyone who was part of this yearôs Work Week.  Ask what 
it meant to them, what they experienced, what they learned.  They can tell you about the jobs they did, who 
they did them for, the skills they learned, what Project NOW does for people in the Quad Cities area, and the 
wonderful hospitality of our host church. Since much of the work we did during the week centered on their 
Thrift Store, we are considering organizing a church rummage sale this fall.  Project NOW is particularly in 
need of menôs clothes and shoes.  We would like to be able to gather this needed clothing for them and to be 
able to start in on our fundraising for Work Week 2011.   
 
Thank you for your support for our churchôs Work Week mission trips. 
Linda and Larry Anderson, for the Work Week committee 

Highlights from Session  



Messenger  August/September, 2010  Page 5 

Budget and Finance Update 
 

Paula Moore, Chairperson of B&F 

We have been blessed with some wonderful surprise 
income from past pledges which are greatly 
appreciated. Pledges for the summer are running true 
to past trends with receipts running slightly behind.  
Total expenses are slightly ahead for the year due to 
the harsh winter costs involved. All expenses are being 
met and we continue on firm ground (although recently 
very soggy ground thanks to the rain). We must remain 
diligent in keeping expenses to a minimum where 
possible and continue supporting our church and the 
work done with our congregation, community, county, 
state, nation and world. 
 
We are approaching our fall Stewardship Campaign 
and ask you to please prayerfully consider what 
blessings you've received, how the Spirit moves within 
and begin consideration of what monetary gift you 
might be able to pledge for the 2011 year. More details 
will follow by e-mail and through USPS. 
 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER Founder, 
Don Fields to speak!!! 

You are invited to a special meeting with the founder of 
Kids Against Hunger on Thursday, September 2, 
5:15pm at St. Stephenôs Fellowship Hall. 
 
Come prepared to get excited about this hands-on 
mission saving lives all over the world. 
Don is someone who is called and now equipped, 
wanting to call others and equipping them for this 
mission. 
 
Questions?  Talk with Tiare. 

This new event, held in conjunction with the 
International Day of Peace, encourages First 
Presbyterian to take the lead in promoting a more 
peaceful world, from individual hearts and minds 
to global awareness. 
 
The event will include a Welcome and Call to 
Prayer (including use of a prayer jar), scripture 
readings, peace prayers and labyrinth prayer 
walk (accompanied by live meditative 
instrumental music as well as silence), followed 
by a boxed supper. The peace prayers will strive 
to create peace in individual hearts and minds, in 
our community, our country, all peoples and the 
planet. Special invited guests will include 
Newton's Officers of the Peace as well as those 
associated with the area's Domestic Violence 
Alternatives.  
 
Those interested may participate in the creation 
of the outdoor labyrinth (2-4:00). The event is free 
and open to the public.  Colette Hill has donated 
use of Sugar Grove as a venue and John and 
Elaine Mattingly have donated use of sound and 
musical equipment. Anyone interested in 
providing meditative/contemplative instrumental 
gathering music and/or labyrinth walk music 
(piano provided) may contact Elaine Mattingly, 
Sara Hopkins or Tiare.  
 
First Presbyterian members are encouraged to 
reach out to non-attending members and any 
other groups and individuals in our area. Boxed 
suppers will be provided to Officers of the Peace 
and their spouses (via RSVPs). Others are asked 
to bring their lawn chairs, boxed suppers and 
table service.  Handicapped accessible restroom 
available.  
 
Please note that the International Day of Peace 
falls, officially, on Tuesday, September 21st.  
Those wishing to become involved with this event 
are encouraged to contact Sara, Tiare or Elaine 
Mattingly. 
 

First Presbyterian invites all to commemorate 
the International Day of Peace Prayer Vigil and 
Labyrinth Walk for Peace at Sugar Grove 
Vineyards on Sunday, Sept. 19, 2010 at 4:00 
p.m.  

By Elaine Mattingly 
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Christian Nurtureña history and update!!! 

ñChristian Nurture:  is a way in which Christians minister to one another.  The nurture of 
believers and their children in the Christian community is a process of bringing them to full 
maturity in Jesus Christ.ò Book of Order (W 6.1003) 

 

We are beginning a larger discussion of what is Christian Nurture and how do we live out that ministry here. 
 
Christian Nurture, formerly called Christian education, has traditionally been enacted through Sunday school.  
Sunday schools originated in England and were imported to the United States in the 1780ôs.  They were 
created by Christian philanthropists to address the chronic illiteracy of impoverished children whom the 
industrial revolution utilized for cheap labor, in essence imprisoning them in factories for six days a week. 
Recognizing the realities of the time, Christians offered literacy programs on Sunday mornings in churches 
which included religious education as a core component with the Bible as text book.  By the 1870ôs, the U.S. 
had established compulsory state education ensuring that reading and writing were learned on weekdays at 
school; thus Sunday school narrowed its focus to religious education.   
 
Well into the mid-1900ôs, Sunday school continued to be a well attended ministry in churches and also 
served the purpose of welcoming new members.  More recently, societal changes such as rising divorce 
rates, greater demands for employee mobility, and increased work commitments have impacted Sunday 
school attendance.  Since the 1970ôs there has been a general downward slide in the percentage of children 
attending Sunday school across all denominations in the United States.   
 
At our church, we have our own story that mirrors this larger history.  Specifically, in the last ten years, we 
have gone from having well-attended grade level classes in Sunday school to an average total  attendance of 
two children per Sunday.  Several factors have contributed to this decline including families moving out of the 
Newton area, families participating in other activities on Sundays, families negotiating the complexities of 
divorce visitation agreements that take children out of the community on alternating weekends, and complex 
work schedules that involve weekend work for parents.  
 
We on the CN Committee have been monitoring the changing needs of our families for some time. 
Recognizing the significant change in attendance patterns at our various ministries, in March of 2010 we 
called a working meeting for all concerned congregational members.  Thirty five adults, youth and children 
attended.  As a group, we reflected on the previous year of CN programs, both on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings, specifically considering the benefits of and concerns about those programs.  We also 
asked participants to describe what programming they would like to see in the future and discussed potential 
benefits of and concerns with these options.  
 
After prayerful reflection about the March meeting and continued conversations with parents, youth, children, 
and CN committee members, the Committee has discerned that the best way to provide Christian nurture 
opportunities to the families of First Presbyterian Church is through Wednesday evening programming.  The 
traditional Sunday school for K-12 does not accommodate the lifestyles nor meet the needs of our 
congregation at this time.  Should a change in circumstances call for a renewal of traditional Sunday morning 
programming for our children, the CN Committee is ready to provide it with little notice.   
 
We will continue to offer alternative Christian Nurture activities for K-12 congregants on Sundays, for 
instance activity bags are available in the Narthex for children to use during the worship service. 
 

(Cont. page 7) 
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Christian Nurtureña history and update!!! 
(Cont. from page 6) 

Additionally, we will prepare for and offer special events ï such as the Christmas Pageant,  Easter Egg Hunt, 
Children and Youth Sunday ï in the former ñSunday school hourò  prior to Worship.   
 
The adult Sunday school classes led by George Wilkening and Joanne Tyler will continue at their current times.   
 
Second SundaysðMiddle School and High School students are invited to come meet at the Youth House and go 
out to breakfast with Kathy Ventling.  This is a time of fun and fellowship!   
 
Wednesday evening programming will be the main vehicle of Christian Nurture activity.  The final touches on 
Wednesday evening programming are in the works as of the writing of this issue.  We will continue to partner with 
1st Lutheran and United Presbyterian.  Wednesday evenings will include Christian Nurture activities for all age 
groups and an intergenerational meal.  Details of these plans will be available on the all church website, bulletin 
and in the next Messenger.   
 
Christian Nurture Committee 
 
Helyn Wohlwend, Kathy Ventling, Sara Hopkins and Lori Lockhart 

State Fair:   Painted license plate - blue ribbon; Swine - 3 blue ribbons and 2 red ribbons 
 
Laura Miller:  
County Fair:  Clothing Project ï considered for State Fair; Consumer Management (2) ï considered for State Fair; 
County Fair Queen contestant 
State Fair:  Champion Clothing Selection winner (out of approximately 30 contestants) 
 
John Miller:  
County Fair:  Clothing Selection - Champion Intermediate Boy 
State Fair:  Farm Safety exhibit  - blue ribbon; Welding project ï blue ribbon 
 
Emily Miller:  
County Fair:  Horse and rabbit projects - Jr. Showmanship Champion; Holland Lop rabbit - reserve champion; 
Cookies ï purple; Clothing (5 projects) ï all blues, one considered for State Fair; Clothing selection - Champion; 
Fashion review - Reserve Champion and $15.00 challenge (clothing); Plant science exhibit ï blue ribbon; Several 
horse and rabbit classes ï blue ribbons; Equine Club ï Queen contestant 
State Fair:  Educational presentation - Certificate of Excellence, Food and Nutrition - blue ribbon 
 
Megan Ritter:  
County Fair:  Recycled storage bench - blue ribbon; Cookies - blue ribbon and considered for State Fair; Green 
beans -blue ribbon; Photograph - blue ribbon; Dutch breed rabbit - blue ribbon; Holland Lop breed rabbit - blue 
ribbon and also chosen ñBest of Classò 
State Fair:  Recycled storage bench-blue ribbon  
 
And Debbie Abel won a 46ò TV for winning the ñWhere at the Fairò contest sponsored by the Register.   
 

Congratulations to all of you.  Your church family is very proud of you!! 
 

County and State Fair Winners 

(Cont. from page 3) 
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NASHVILLE 2010 
A Mini Work-Week for 1st Presbyterian Church 

By Dave Boyd 

The week of July 11 members of our church traveled to Nashville TN to help rehabilitate homes damaged by 
the floods they experienced earlier this year.  While the group was to have been 7 people, we encountered 
health and water problems of our own and ended up with 3:  Val & Steve McKee and Dave Boyd. 
 
Lodging was provided by 2nd Presbyterian Church of Nashville, a beautiful and busy facility which is 
recovering from a crisis of its own:  most of the buildings were devastated by fire just a few years ago.  The 
results of the rebuild are wonderful and include 2 kitchens, showers, washers & dryers and numerous 
facilities for their youth programs.  They also host a senior daycare program, meals on wheels, a program 
called Room In The Inn which provides overnight housing for homeless people during the winter months and 
others. 
 
During our stay in Nashville we met a number of people working in volunteer capacities, learned new skills as 
well as more about the workings of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).  Specifically we worked on 
flooring and siding projects in 2 different homes.  On the one hand, just like Cedar Rapids, there is much 
work to do as many people are not yet back in their homes.  On the other hand, the overall damage doesnôt 
seem as widespread and in many areas the water wasnôt as deep.  After Katrina and Cedar Rapids a few 
inches of water doesnôt seem so bad, but even a few inches of water in a living room and kitchen can be 
devastating if itôs your living room and kitchen.  Many of the homes we saw do not have power or running 
water yet and mold is an issue as the weather is very hot and damp which complicates the drying & cleaning 
work. 
 
We also distributed the last of several gift cards that have been provided by our Mission Committee to help 
local organizations purchase whatever is needed for their work, e.g. building supplies (not major material 
purchases) small tools for community use, etc. 
 
PDAôs presence in Nashville is not as evident as it has been in New Orleans and Cedar Rapids, an issue we 
have addressed with the folks at 2PC as well as via email with PDA in Louisville.  There seems to be an 
unusual lack of communications/coordination that will improve soon. 
 
Overall itôs been another wonderful & rewarding, albeit sometimes frustrating and certainly tiring experience.  
Weôre not looking forward to another disaster, but certainly know that if/when one happens we wonôt hesitate 
to be involved. 

On Sunday, August 15, Taylor Peska was recognized and presented a thank-you gift for her service to our 
church as Nursery Attendant.  Taylor left August 19 to begin her college career at UNI. 
 
Jennifer Ventling was introduced as the new Nursery Attendant with Samantha Cutts as the back-up.  Both 
Jennifer and Samantha have been helping out in the nursery, under Taylorôs direction.  Jen has filled in when 
Taylor was gone. 
 
We wish Taylor the best of luck with her future endeavors and welcome Jen and Samantha with their new 
service to our church. 
 
Mickey Van Baale, Personnel Committee 
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Iôve been a student in the PrairieFire Spiritual Formation Program for the last two years (see www.dmpcc.org 
http://www.dmpcc.org/  website for more info on PrairieFire).  Eight of us are continuing on into a third year 
option that has been developed between Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center and Mt. St. 
Scholastica  (www.mountosb.org) for a practicum program to be trained as spiritual directors.    
 
Soðwhat is ñspiritual directionò you wonder?  Spiritual direction is an ancient form of ministryðactually a 
specialized form of pastoral care.  It is a ministry of listening and companionship.  Spiritual direction 
encourages one to explore a closer relationship with God.  In the midst of a busy life, many people find it 
difficult to notice God's action in their daily affairs, even when we long for a more conscious experience of 
God's presence and love.  Spiritual direction extends an invitation to listen deeply to the movement of God in 
one's life, and to reflect upon questions of meaning, faith, prayer, tradition, relationships and one's changing 
images of God. The director/ companion helps the directee see where God is present in their life 
circumstances.  
 
As part of this program I will be meeting with 2 directees for 9 months and offer spiritual direction to them on 
a monthly basis.  I will participate in supervision of my work on a monthly basis and also continue in my own 
work with my spiritual director during this time.   We will be meeting as a group four times between August 
2010 and May 2011 for an extended period of training at Mt. St. Scholastica Abbey in Atchison, Kansas.   
  
I am so excited to be able to do this work.  I am so blessed to be working in a capacity that will allow me to 
explore this form of ministry.  If you have questions about this, please contact meðIôd love to visit with you.   

Spiritual Direction é What is it? 
by Sara Hopkins, CLP 

Does our church have a use for $829.00 per year? 
By Mickey Van Baale 

A recent analysis of the cost of mailing 200-copies of the Messenger each month, including postage, 
supplies, duplicate copies to one household, equal $87.31 or $1159 annually.  This amount does not include 
the hours it takes volunteers to print, fold, and mail the publication.  Because the Messenger is sent by bulk 
mail, which is why we have to send at least 200, copies are not forwarded if there is an address change and 
we end up paying double postage when the copy is returned. 
 
The Session formed an Ad Hoc committee consisting of Cathy Rickers, Marlys Grimm and myself to do this 
study and to see how much money would be saved if we went ñpaperlessò with the Messenger.  The figure 
was $828.88 per year. 
 
What does it mean to go paperless?  The Messenger currently is placed on the website each month, and this 
would continue and  how most parishioners would read the Messenger.  A limited number would still be 
printed.  Copies would be hand delivered to Park Centre and Newton Village and placed in residentôs 
mailboxes.  Paper copies would be mailed to those who do not have a computer or request a ñhardò copy. 
 
Members of the Session have been discussing this for sometime and will be making a decision soon.  This 
would be a change for us, yes, but if approved, would be quite a saving.  Watch for upcoming details in the 
next Messenger and church happenings. 

http://www.dmpcc.org/
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First Presbyterian Church 
220 N 2nd Ave E 

641-792-2790 
Email:  new1pres@iowatelecom.net 

(this email goes to Jenny Verwers, Office Mgr) 
 

Website:  www.newton1stpresbyterian.org 
 

Church Hours:  M, W, Thurs:  8am to 4pm 
 

Custodian Hours:  M-Thurs:  8am to 11am 
 

Tiare Mathison, Pastor - 641-792-2790 
tmath@iowatelecom.net 

 
Sara Hopkins, CLP - 641-792-2790 

shopkins1@iowatelecom.net 
 

Effective February 19, 2010  
The church and church office are closed on Fridays.  

Tiare can be reached in case of emergencies at  
641-840-0109. 

Congratulations to the following churches and 
organizations receiving the 2010 Governor's 
Volunteer Award for disaster service! They were 
nominated by the Flood Recovery Office of the 
United Methodist Church.  
Christ Church Presbyterian in Cedar Rapids  
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Cedar Rapids 
Meet & Eat Program, First Presbyterian in Cedar 
Rapids  
First Presbyterian Church in Marion 

¶ Oakville United Methodist Church (a hospitality 

site partner) 

¶  

Other award recipients are: 

¶ Tonya Lanz of Oakville, a ministry partner 

Oakdale Prison Community Choir which includes 
members of local Presbyterian churches 
 
The Presbytery of East Iowa nominated Block by 
Block, a strong partner in ministry, and they will be 
receiving an award as well. The award ceremony 
will take place in Cedar Rapids on July 22nd at 
10:00 a.m. at Prairie High School. 
  
Iowa Governor Chet Culver and the Rebuild Iowa 
Office (RIO) will recognize Sarah Dyck, Presbytery 
of East Iowa Disaster Recovery Coordinator with 
the Rebuild Iowa Award for Service this month at a 
Linn County Board of Supervisors meeting. The 
award recognizes Iowans who have gone above 
and beyond the call of duty in Iowaôs 2008 disaster 
recovery efforts. 
 
(From the July 20, 2010 issue of ñOut and Aboutò, 
the newsletter of Presbytery of East Iowa) 

Governor's Office Announces 
Awards 

Read Any Good Books Lately? 

by Mickey Van Baale 

If there is interest, I would like to have a book study 
starting again this Fall.  I have just finished rereading 
the paperback book ñThe Red Tentò written by Anita 
Diamant.  This book was written in 1997, and I found 
it on Amazon.com.  Another book I have read is called 
ñThree Daysò which tells the story of Jesusô life from 
the eyes and heart of his mother, Mary.  There are 2 
copies of this book on sale at Choices.  I have not 
checked with Mattinglyôs to see if they can order these 
books. 
 
I would like to hear from those that are interested in 
participating in a book study this year.  Please email 
me at mckster52@iowatelecom.net by September 
10th.  Once I know who is interested, Iôll schedule a 
planning meeting.  If you have a friend who would 
also like to attend, invite them to join us. 
 
Last year was a lot of fun and I hope a group of us 
can get together this year to share with each other the 
joy of reading and discussing the context of the 
books. 

Got music? 

By Larry Anderson 

The choir will be taking its place in worship again 
this fall.  As you look ahead to your priorities and 
commitments, please consider whether one of 
them should be singing in the choir.  We have 
room!  Contact Larry Anderson, choir director (792-
5220), if you have any questions.   
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Kim grew up in Baxter, and attended Baxter 
Congregational Church.  She was married  
to the late Jim Schnell (9-06) for 25 years, and their 
home (where she still lives) is in rural Newton,  
surrounded by the family farm and land.  Jim was a 
lifetime farmer who farmed with his father Ken.  
For many reasons, he is missed dearly by many 
people. 
  
Kim became a member of First Pres. in 2002.  She 
has served a 3yr term as a Deacon, and has been 
a member of the Mission Committee for the past 6+ 
years.  She is on the recently-formed Worship 
Diversity Committee (a group brainstorming and 
making/taking suggestions on how FPC can 
introduce more variety of worship elements).  Kim 
was a part of the Medical Mission Delegation that 
went to El Salvador in 2005.  
 
Kim worked in Des Moines at Principal Financial 
Group for 32 years, but sadly they downsized and  
her job was cut in May. For now she is enjoying her 
time off and will evaluate life and job possibilities 
over time.   Kim said spending time with Family and 
Friends is a very important part of her life and brings 
her great joy :-)   

Her main hobby is MUSIC!!!  She sings with 'Eight 
Track Band' (a local oldies Rock-n-Roll group) and 
loves attending concerts (mostly country 
music).  She also enjoys listening to, playing, and 
singing various forms of music.  Kim has provided 
ocassional 'Special Music' at First Presbyterian 
Church for many years. 
 
Daughter Amy (25) lives in Ames and works for 
Ames Silversmithing.  Stop in sometime on Main 
St. and you'll be greeted by her beautiful smile--
she'd enjoy helping you with your jewelry needs. 
Amy has a fun spirit and loves art, music, family 
& friends.  She attends Harvest Vineyard Church 
in Ames. 
 
Son Kyle (21) lives in Ames and is attending Iowa 
State University as a Junior (working on a degree 
in Ag and may eventually work the family 
farm).  He is very handy and has spent his 
summer remodeling a duplex where he now 
lives and rents out the other 1/2.  Kyle was just 
engaged to long-time girlfriend Monica Lane  
and they plan to be married August, 2011. 
  

òGetting to knowó 

Kim Schnell 

As we return to our regular worship schedule and excellent fall programs, watch for 
a good time to bring a friend to First Presbyterian Church as a guest. There will be 
music and social events and good times in abundance in the coming weeks, so be  
a good ambassador and reach out to others who may not have such a great Church 
family. They will be glad you did! 
 
Membership Committee 
Cathy Rickers, Chair 
Tim Lockhart, Marlys Grimm, Bev Rossow, John Taylor  
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Lectionary ñ  

September, 2010  
 

September 5  
Jer. 18:1-11; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18; Philem. 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 
 
September 12  
Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28; Ps. 14; 1 Tim. 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 
 
September 19  
Jer. 8:18-9:1; Ps. 79: 1-9; 1 Tim. 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 
 
September 26  
Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15; Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

October, 2010  
 

October 3  
Lam. 1:1-6; Lam. 3:19-26 or Ps. 137 
2 Tim. 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
 
October 10  
Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12; 2 Tim. 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
October 17  
Jer. 31:27-34; Ps. 119:97-104; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
October 24  
Joel 2:23-32; Ps. 65; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
October 31  
Hab. 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Ps. 119:137-144 
2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 


